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. @ Also this month: Searchlight’s campaign against nazi 
“. music gets results; far-right election success in Austria 
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Promises made, promises kept 


Ten years ago, when Olof Palme, the Swedish Prime Minister and interna- 


tional statesman, was gunned down on the streets of Stockholm, 
Searchlight’s international network was still a loose framework of like- 
minded journalists and researchers and certainly not sophisticated enough 
to follow up the many leads that were springing up. Two years later Palme’s 
widow, Lisbeth, offered Searchlight a world exclusive interview with our 
European editor, Graeme Atkinson. At the end of it we promised her that we 
would work to track down those who sanctioned her husband’s murder and 
those who carried it out. 

Today Searchlight, with its formidable international organisation made up 
of individual anti-fascists and sister publications across the world, has come 
very close to fulfilling that promise, with the help our Swedish correspon- 
dent and the research team that worked on our recent three-part exposé of 
the South African nazis’ plans for race terror in their country. 

When people ask why the nazis and racists make Searchlight their number 
one target, the answer is clear: it is because of our success in exposing them, 
both nationally and internationally, leaving no place safe for them. The mot- 
ley crew of extremists who now target us come from a wide range of back- 
grounds, from hardline Hitler worshippers to corrupt MPs. They under- 
stand the value of our work and that is why they are desperate to take us out 
of the game. 

Unfortunately for them they fail to understand the very nature of 
Searchlight and its ethos. Unlike earlier organisations, such as the 43 Group 
and its newsletter, On Guard, which this month’s Searchlight praises highly, 
we have never believed that winning battles means one can retire from the 
fray. Short term gains do not equate with winning a war against fascism. 
That is why Searchlight has been around since 1962 and will stay around as 


‘long as it takes to eradicate this cancer from society. 


At the end of the new documentary film on the 43 Group, which we review 
on page 16, the narrator, playwright Harold Pinter, says perhaps the group 
should have never have gone away. For those of us who were children when 
it ceased operating in the early 1950s, the battle has never ended. In 1996 all 
the strands of our work, be it journalism, research or education, are having 
a pronounced impact on the enemies of democracy and will continue to do 
so. Searchlight is where the promises made are the promises kept. 

@ In Searchlight next month: the far-right candidates and parties standing 
in the coming gneral election 


i Se she enn en ne nee een een e nen enn eeneneaann semen eenns an eesn nasa ee neee en ase a saneae eae anaansee sw anannnsennenaseng 


Please make me a subscriber to Searchlight 


‘Name/Organisation PEI Ae A OU ee TORENT N ENS os coc ssa uccns ste oi nedie ge RREN ERE EEEOG 
|Address ea Re ytd ae MEN PONT aly WeTATERV SNR ESE ERE Se CEN es eso so reserdsceentbetaeweckastttaeeaeacememetne 


I ptenetyre cho e A ie CANE ORE MORMIN SAN, APE Td POSICONEG! iach deme eee 


| Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box 


















































i! UK: Europe: 
| Individuals £18 Individuals £24 LI} 
| Students, senior citizens Organisations £32 
‘and UB40 (please send Outside Europe: 
| evidence of entitlement) £13 Australasia & SE Asia £40 
Organisations £26 Other countries £35 

: Donations £ ................ Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. 


' Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Postgiro or IMO. 
' Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


anna and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the | 
: Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such jolonipaiions ' 


See ee aoe ees eee a ae Se Sea ef een Ae ee ee ea ee ee ee ee 


On the trail of Palme’s assassins 


THE FINGER POINTS SOUTH 


In the ten years since the brutal murder of the Swedish 
Social Democratic Prime Minister and international states- 
man Olof Palme, Searchlight and our Swedish colleagues 
have endeavoured to seek out the people who authorised, 
planned and carried out the crime. Often the trail has 
almost come to a halt but the tenacity of anti-fascist 
investigators has never waned. 


Two years after his death Palme’s widow Lisbeth, in a world exclu- 
sive interview with Searchlight, appealed to people to 
investigate and expose fascists and fascist activities. With this major 
investigation we hope at least in part to have fulfilled our pledge to 
her to leave no stone unturned in the search for justice. 


Over the past few months Searchlight has exposed the network of 
would-be assassins, soldiers of fortunes and nazi conspirators trying to 
overthrow the legitimate South African government of Nelson 
Mandela. Their ultimate aim: to reinstate apartheid and create a new 
“white homeland”. One of the things that have crawled out of the 
woodwork in the wake of apartheid is the possibility of South African 
involvement in the Palme’s murder. While there have been many theo- 
ries about the unsolved murder, this latest development is in our opin- 
ion the most interesting lead so far in the search for Palme’s killer. 


The Williamson agenda 


aving almost reached a_ standstill 
H after ten years of wild goose chases, 

the investigation into the assassina- 
tion of Olof Palme reached a dramatic turn on 
28 September. Almost as a_ by-the-way, 
Eugene de Kock, a former South African 
police colonel on trial for running the 
regime’s death squads in the last years of 
apartheid, confessed that the South African 
intelligence agent Craig Williamson master- 
minded the Palme murder. Within hours the 
story erupted as front page news in the 
Swedish media, and during the following 
_ days at least two men were separately named 
as the gunman. 

The question is, are agents of the South 
African apartheid regime plausible suspects 
in the assassination of Palme? 

The past ten years have seen an endless 
string of unlikely theories. Suggested killers 
have included the CIA, KGB, Mossad, the 
Kurdish PKK, the Red Army Faction in 
Germany, Ayatollah Khomeini, Saddam 
Hussein, international arms dealers and 
others. 

The problem has always been that all docu- 
mented evidence of the killer is ambiguous. 
He may be a lone lunatic who ran into Palme 
by chance, the theory promoted by the current 


chief of the Palme investigation. Or he may ~ 


be part of a hit squad acting on the orders of 
an organised conspiracy. 

As far as Searchlight is concerned, the 
South Africa trail is one of the few conspira- 
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Craig Williamson, South African 
intelligence agent 


cy suggestions that are plausible. The 
apartheid regime had a motive for the murder, 
it had the organisational capacity to set it up 
and it had a gruesome track record of killing 
its enemies. If nothing else, Kock’s statement 
certainly merits serious investigation. 

The South African connection is, however, 
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Eugene de Kock, on trial for running death 
squads, said Craig Williamson masterminded 
the Palme assassination 


not a new development in the murder 
investigation. Several sources, both private 
and in various governments, implicated South 
Africa right from the start. A few days after 
the murder a British MI6 source pointed the 
finger at Pretoria. In April 1986, six weeks 
after the murder, Craig Williamson was iden- 
tified to the investigation by a most intriguing 
source, and that autumn Searchlight passed 
on information concerning one of the 
principal players who have now resurfaced. 
Other journalists in Sweden, most notably 
Anders Hasselbohm, foreign correspondent at 
the prestigious Dagens Industri, have repeat- 
edly uncovered evidence about the main 
characters in the South Africa connection. 
Unfortunately his information met with little 
response, as have most tips given to the 
police investigation. 


Fight for survival 


Pressure against South Africa increased 
markedly in the 1970s. While the ANC was 
scoring a number of international political 
successes, the Botha regime became increas- 
ingly more isolated. It was apparent that the 
very survival of the apartheid system was at 
stake. 

In the struggle for survival all means were 
allowed. In 1982, the Botha regime passed a 
new Internal Security Act, which gave the 
notoriously violent military intelligence more 
or less unlimited powers to combat “terror- 
ists”, the usual term for anyone opposing 
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apartheid. Military intelli- 
gence had an_ estimated 
18,000 employees, includ- 
ing regular “peace keeping 
forces” with armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and enough 
firepower to wipe out 
unruly townships — which 
they sometimes did. 

Section A of military 
intelligence coordinated 
small intelligence networks. 
Their task was to wage the 
secret war of the apartheid 
regime. The section was 
broadly divided into two 
departments, national and 
international, but the bound- 
aries were frequently 
crossed. 

Internally, Section A set 
up the “Vlakplaas” death 
squads, whose job was sim- 
ply to get rid of enemies. 
Vlakplaas went about its 
business by intimidation, 
kidnappings, torture and 
secret executions. The death 
squads were initially led by 
General Dirk Coetzee, and later by Colonel 
de Kock. Both now say South African 
intelligence was responsible for the Palme 
assassination. 


The dirty war 


Parallel to Vlakplaas was the “Daisy Farm 
operation”, named after a rural farmhouse 
which functioned as a secret headquarters and 
clearing house for international operations. 

The 1982 Security Act allowed South 
African agents to increase their international 
activities. Previously they had concentrated 
on destabilisation, propaganda efforts and 
intelligence gathering. Agents now became 
markedly more aggressive, adding bombings 
and assassinations to their agenda. 

Among well known individuals murdered 
by South African agents were the anti- 
apartheid activist Ruth First, killed by a letter 
bomb in Maputo, Mozambique; Dulcie 
September, the ANC’s representative in Paris; 
trade unionist Griffithe Mxengo and, later, his 
wife Pat Mxengo. Others targeted in failed 
assassination attempts were the Rhodesian 
guerrilla leader Joshua Nkomo, living in exile 
in Zambia, and the Prime Minister of 
Lesotho, Lebua Jonatan. 

Mystery still surrounds the death in 1987 of 
the Norwegian ambassador, Olav Dorum, a 
well known anti-apartheid activist who had 
received death threats shortly before he was 
run over by a car in Geneva. Another anti- 
apartheid activist, Molly Blackburn, who was 
investigating reports of police brutality, was 
killed in a similar car accident in 1985. In 
both cases murder was suspected, although 
investigations have been inconclusive. 

There is no doubt that Palme would have 
been at the top of any hit list of international 
politicians conceived in Pretoria. Since the 
early 1960s Palme had been an outspoken 
enemy of apartheid and racial prejudice. This 
was no mere vote winning posture, but a 
fundamental part of Palme’s personal belief 
that racism was the ultimate evil. In the 
1970s he was the first Western leader to 
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demand sanctions: against the apartheid 
regime; first at a Scandinavian trade union 
conference in Helsinki, then at the annual 
conference of the Socialist International, and 
finally at the United Nations in New York. 
It became a crusade. In almost any speech 
on international issues Palme made in the 
1970s, he attacked apartheid with unusual 
vehemence. 

Not satisfied with firing a barrage of verbal 
abuse, Palme also took actions that were far 
more dangerous to the Botha regime. 
Mustering his Social Democratic Party he 
launched a unique campaign to give practical 
support to the ANC. An international relief 
organisation, IUEF, was set up in Geneva 
with Palme’s friend Lars-Gunnar Eriksson as 
chairman. Using TUEF as a front, Palme 
covertly began funnelling very large amounts 
of money to the ANC. 


The Geneva sting 


Pretoria was not unaware of Palme’s activi- 
ties. Indeed, smashing IUEF was considered a 
priority, and Section A was given the task. 

Enter Craig Williamson, who arrived in 
Europe around 1977. Posing as a dedicated 
anti-apartheid campaigner, he offered his ser- 
vices to Eriksson at IUEF. Over time he 
became a trusted key associate of Eriksson 
and also gained the confidence of several 
leading Social Democrats active in IUEF, 
among them the current Swedish ambassador 
to Bonn, Mats Hellstrém, and deputy Foreign 
Minister Pierre Schori. It is not clear if 
Williamson ever actually met Palme at any 
IUEF meeting. 

By the end of the 1970s it was clear that 
something was seriously amiss at IUEF. 
Money destined for the ANC, including funds 
set aside for arms deals, mysteriously 
vanished. In fact it ended up in the coffers 
of Section A of South African intelligence 
and was later used to bankroll anti-ANC 
operations. 

Williamson came under suspicion, although 
for a time Eriksson refused to believe he was 





Olof Palme with his friend Oliver Tambo at an anti-apartheid conference just a few days before 
he was gunned down 


an infiltrator. He had to revise his opinion 
when, in January 1980, Williamson cornered 
him in the Hotel Ziirich in Geneva and freely 
admitted he was a captain in the South 
African security service. Williamson was sud- 
denly joined by no less a figure then General 
Johan Coetzee, at the time head of the 
Security Service. 

Together, Williamson and Coetzee attempt- 
ed to persuade Eriksson to “clear” 
Williamson’s name within TUEF and allow 
the operation to continue. Eriksson was told, 
in no uncertain terms, that unless he did as he 
was told, something “horrible” would happen 
to his family or to “leading Social 
Democrats”. 

Eriksson bought some time by pretending 
to agree, but immediately brought his family 
out of the country and reported the death 
threats to Palme. Unfortunately, Palme decid- 
ed to put the lid on exposing the goings-on in 
IUEF; the organisation was, after all, 
involved in a number of shady deals that 
might have embarrassed Sweden. 

For several years Eriksson would get weird 
and often threatening messages from 
Williamson. Eriksson died of natural causes 
in 1990. Up to his dying day he remained 
convinced that Palme was murdered by South 
African hit men. 


Pandora’s box 


Williamson’s next stop after Geneva was 
Daisy Farm. His coup d’état in the [UEF had 
made him one of South Africa’s most suc- 
cessful agents, and he now became instru- 
mental in directing similar operations in 
Europe — operations that after January 1982 
became gradually more violent. 

In March 1982 and again in 1983, the ANC 
office in London was bombed. In September 
1986, six months after the Palme assassina- 
tion, the ANC office in Stockholm was 
destroyed in a powerful blast. 

There is no documentary evidence proving 
Williamson’s hand in any of the attacks, but 
there is certainly evidence to show his 


































































































General Johan Coetzee, former South 
African security service head, who 
helped Williamson infiltrate Palme’s 
anti apartheid organisation, IUEF 


involvement in directing South African 
agents in London. Indeed, most of his activi- 
ties were a closely guarded secret until defec- 
tors started talking and opened Pandora’s 
box. 

De Kock insists that Williamson planned 
the Palme assassination, but says he cannot — 
or will not — remember the name of the man 
who actually pulled the trigger. Asked by the 
South African prosecutor how he knew, de 
Kock said he had “first-hand” information, 
which was confirmed in a conversation with 
senator Philip Powell in 1992. 

Powell, a former intelligence employee, is 
now a highly controversial senator for the 
Inkatha Party, the arch enemy of the ANC. 
According to de Kock, who was Powell’s 
chief in the intelligence service in the mid 
1980s, Powell’s job was to supply anti-ANC 
elements in Inkatha with weapons, in total 
about 60 tonnes of arms and ammunitions. 
When questioned by journalists, Powell 
denies ever having discussed Palme with de 
Kock and refuses to talk about his activities 
as an agent. 


A Rhodesian killer 


’ Others, however, have no compunction about 
spilling the beans over what went on inside 
Daisy Farm. Among the talkers are General 
Dirk Coetzee, de Kock’s predecessor as chief 
of the death squads. Coetzee is responsible 
for the murder, among others, of Griffithe 
Mxengo, who was funded by Palme’s net- 
work. Mxengo was stabbed over 40 times in 
an attempt to make his death look like the act 
of a lunatic. 

In 1989, Coetzee was the first high ranking 
intelligence operative to denounce apartheid 
and defect. He openly gave evidence about 
the torture chambers and secret executions 
carried out by the death squads. At the time 
military intelligence dismissed his testimony 
as the ludicrous rantings of a madman, but all 
the details he gave have since been proven 
accurate. Coetzee is today a member of the 
ANC. 
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Above (left to right): General Dirk Coetzee, de Kock’s predecessor as head of 
death squads, who also says South African intelligence was responsible for 
Palme’s murder; Philip Powell, who supplied weapons to anti-ANC elements in 
Inkatha; and Riaan Stander, who has confirmed Coetzee’s story 





Was this the gunman? Left Anthony White, whom General Dirk Coetzee named 
as the killer. Right: a computer generated picture of Palme’s assassin based on 
witness statements. The picture bears a strong resemblance to White, but many 
police officers believe it is completely worthless 


When Swedish journalists descended upon 
Pretoria in the wake of de Kock’s revelation, 
Coetzee was a first port of call. He not only 
confirmed de Kock’s statement, but also pro- 
vided a name for the gunman: James Anthony 
“Ant” White. 

A former Zealous Scout elite soldier, 
White, 48, was one of many Rhodesians to 
cross the border to South Africa when 
Ian Smith’s racist regime was deposed in 
1980. He found new employment at Daisy 
Farm, where he became one of Williamson’s 
most trusted agents. According to a report 
compiled by Zimbabwean intelligence 
in 1991, White is described as an “expert 
killer”. 

Coetzee’s story is confirmed by a second 
former South African intelligence asset, 
Riaan Stander, who also accuses White of 
Palme’s murder. Stander was an agent in the 
Williamson network. 

Obviously shocked by the media attention, 
White, who now lives in Beira, Mozambique, 
protests his innocence. 

A curious detail is that White has an amaz- 
ing likeness to a computer generated picture 
of Palme’s killer, which the police put togeth- 
er from witnesses’ descriptions. This picture 


is, however, highly controversial and has 
come under heavy criticism. 

Having focused on White as a possible 
murder suspect, the story took a surprising 
turn when a third source came forward to tes- 
tify that South African agents murdered 
Palme. This was Peter Casselton, one of 
Williamson’s key agents in London in the 
early 1980s. Casselton, however, dismissed 
White as the gunman and came up with a 
brand new suspect, Swedish citizen Bertil 
Wedin, which brought a new twist to the 
Palme investigation. 

Searchlight has maintained a growing file 
on Wedin, now 55, since the 1970s. A some- 
what shadowy figure, Wedin began his career 
as a lieutenant in the Swedish United Nations 
Battalion, first in Congo in 1961, then in 
Cyprus in 1963, where he evidently was 
assigned to the intelligence staff. 

Wedin’s record of involvement in extreme- 
right groups dates back to the 1960s. A per- 
sonal friend of Géran Assar Oredsson, the 
bungling fiihrer of the violent nazi Nordic 
Reich Party, Wedin was noted for making a 
speech at an NRP anniversary. Oredsson 
claims Wedin was never a member of the 
party, which may well be true. Wedin’s politi- 
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Bertil Wedin, the mysterious Swedish right-wing activist 
and South African agent, whom Peter Casselton (right) has 


accused of Palme’s murder 


cal address in those days was rather the 
Democratic Alliance, a gathering of “suit and 
tie” extreme right-wingers closely connected 
to the World Anti Communist League 
(WACL). 

In 1966 he resigned from the Swedish 
Army, because he wanted to join the US 
Army in Vietnam. Nothing came of this plan, 
and he instead set up his own shop as a free- 
lance intelligence agent. For a few years he 
had one of Sweden’s largest banks and a few 
large industrial corporations as his main 
clients. Wedin provided his clients with a 
newsletter of “political analysis”. During the 
same period Wedin was providing informa- 
tion on left-wing activists to the Swedish 
Security Police, SAPO. 

In 1976 Wedin moved to London, where 
his activities became increasingly difficult to 
follow. Shortly before leaving Sweden, he 
was involved in a scheme to recruit Swedish 
army officers as mercenaries in Rhodesia and 
South Africa. In London, he became an agent 
for South Africa. It is not clear how or by 
whom he was recruited, but what is certain is 
that by 1982 he was working for 
Williamson’s Daisy Farm network. One of his 
close associates at the time was Casselton. 

According to sources, Wedin was an organ- 
iser of Victims Against Terrorism (VAT), a 
major South African propaganda operation 
in Europe. Posing as a non-political 
humanitarian organisation, VAT was used to 
counter ANC support in Europe and attempt- 
ed to gain backing for lifting sanctions 
against South Africa. Later, a leading figure 
in the organisation was the South African 
agent Arthur Kemp, who was a_ prime 
suspect in the murder of the South African 
Communist Party leader Chris Hani in 1993. 
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(See Searchlight, no 
255) 

In 1982 Wedin and 
Casselton were arrest- 
ed for burgling the 
ANC office. Casselton 
was a prime suspect in 
the bombing of the 
ANC office the same 

a year, and in his posses- 
se sion were found letters 
FG - from Williamson to 
a Wedin, instructing 
ae Wedin how to go about 
destabilising the ANC. 
~ = While Casselton was 
Be ' sentenced in the subse- 
- quent trial, Wedin was 
released, evidently 
because the British 








police had failed to 
follow proper proce- 
dures. 

Following a stay in 
South Africa, Wedin 
moved to Cyprus in 
1985. A Searchlight 
source in Cyprus says 
that Wedin went on to 
work for the Turkish 
secret police. He is 
now a Middle Eastern 
correspondent for 
Contra, a Swedish 
extreme _ right-wing 
magazine which grew 
out of the Democratic 
Alliance of the 1960s. 

When Wedin’s old 
friend Casselton 
named him as Palme’s 
killer, a Swedish 
media posse descend- 
ed on Cyprus to ask 
questions. Wedin was 
at first reluctant to 
talk, but then protest- 
ed his innocence and 
came up with the curi- 
ous story that he knew 
who the killer was — 
evidently the KGB — 
and that his own life 
was in danger because 
of his knowledge. 
Indeed, Wedin went 
on, for a number of 
years he had tried to 
provide the Palme 
investigation with his 





material, but there was a conspiracy 
involving leading police officers and 
Social Democrats to refuse his 
information. 

Is Wedin a plausible gunman? Well, 
yes and no. There is no doubt that 
Wedin is a nasty customer, a prerequi- 
site for employment in Williamson’s 
Daisy Farm network. One of his main 
characteristics is his well documented 
intense hatred of Palme, who he 
believed was selling out Sweden to the 
KGB. 

But the overall picture of Wedin is 
more a loudmouthed propagandist and para- 
noiac, rather than a professional hit man. “His 
role in an operation such as the Palme killing 
would rather be intelligence gathering and 
logistics,” a police source told Searchlight 
several years ago. 

Wedin, in fact, is not a new name in the 
Palme investigation. Already in 1986 
Searchlight picked up information pointing to 
his involvement. We passed our material to 
the Palme investigation by way of a Swedish 
journalist. The information was received, but 
when Wedin was finally questioned by the 
police, the subject matter was not what 
Searchlight had expected. 

Wedin, it turned out, became a main source 
for disinformation about PKK involvement in 
the assassination — one of the sideshows that 
more than anything else helped destroy the 
Palme murder investigation. 





Olof Palme’s funeral procession. Young Social Democratic 
Party members acted as pall bearers 
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Sweden’s 
ten-year 
trauma 


en years ago, on 28 February 1986, 
Sweden’s Labour Prime Minister Olof 
Palme was cut down by an assassin’s 
bullet. The murder took place as Palme and 
his wife, Lisbeth, were taking a late evening 
stroll through Stockholm from the cinema. 

The shadowy gunman, a “white male of 
indeterminable age with sharp features and a 
sluggish walk”, waited along the road until 
' the Palmes had passed him. He took a few 
short steps, pressed the gun against Mr 
Palme’s back and fired a single .44 calibre 
round. The bullet entered squarely, damaging 
his spine and aorta. The Prime Minister died 
within seconds of massive internal haemor- 
rhaging. The gun used was probably a 
Magnum handgun, ensuring that one shot 
would be enough. 

There has been much speculation over why 
the gunman fired a second round, presumably 
aimed at Mrs Palme. The bullet passed 
through her coat sideways and caused burns 
on her back. The police have been unable to 


determine whether this was an attempt to kill. 


Mrs Palme or if the assassin simply fired an 
extra round to scare and intimidate, not really 
concerned where the shot went. 

The question is not without importance. If 
the gunman actually tried to kill Mrs Palme, 

















Top: The murder scene. Police blundered by failing to seal off the area, and 
thousands of mourners had trampled the scene before the bullets were found. 
Above: A one-man disaster. Swashbuckling Hans Holmér turned the murder 
investigation into a circus 


the police investigation argues, he must have 
been a frightened amateur or unused to the 
kick of the heavy duty weapon to miss at such 
short range. The answer might determine 
whether the Palme assassination was carried 
out by a “professional” or by a lone lunatic. 
Critics argue the question is unimportant. 
In the real world there are no stone-cold 
killers and even the most hardened profes- 
sional is likely to be agitated and nervous. 
The argument could therefore go either way. 
Whatever the case, the Palme assassination 
has remained an open file for a decade. In 


spite of — or perhaps because of — thousands 
of leads, the police investigation has made 
virtually no headway, leaving the field open 
to “private investigators”, conspiracy buffs 
and plain lunatics. 

The normal procedure in any murder inves- 
tigation is to list anybody with a motive. In 
the Palme case there was no lack of suspects. 

No other Swedish political leader has had 
the ability to cause as many controversies and 
heated arguments as Palme. Leader of the 
Social Democratic Party and Prime Minister 
in the 1970s, and again from 1982 to 1986, 
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his politics left no one untouched. On one 
hand he was able to make unpopular deci- 
sions and still come out of internal party 
rebellions with flying colours. On the other 
hand he was a respected international states- 
man, perhaps the best Sweden has ever pro- 
duced, with a serious commitment to justice 
and democracy in Latin America, Vietnam 
and South Africa. His brilliance was never 
questioned and his sharp tongue was feared 
by the opposition. 

Palme was frequently viewed as a “class 
traitor”. Born in the highest echelons of the 
upper class, he “defected” to the labour 
movement and moved to a suburban middle- 
class neighbourhood. While genuinely loved 
by large sections of the population, Palme 
was also targeted by unusually vile cam- 
paigns of slander and hatred. Much of the 
innuendo came from the top level of society, 
where rumours abounded that he was “men- 
tally unsound”, a “drug addict”, a “sex mani- 
ac”, etc. Politically motivated anti-Palme 
campaigns were directed by LaRouchites, 
right-wing extremists, cold war warriors of 
the intelligence community, who believed 
Palme may have been a KGB asset, nazis, 
mainstream political enemies and various 
Third World dictators. He had no shortage of 
enemies. 

Palme’s death caused the largest controver- 
sy. His murder left Sweden with a trauma that 
will not rest as long as the crime remains 
unsolved. And solving it is exactly what the 
police have failed to do for ten long years. 


Sherlock Holmér 


Much of the blame must be placed at the feet 
of the investigators themselves. Indeed, the 
Palme investigation is surrounded by so many 
scandals and so much incompetence that it 
makes inspector Clouseau look like a knight 
in shining armour. The Swedish police have 
well earned their worldwide reputation for 
being ignorant morons. 

The first disaster to hit the investigation 
took place minutes after the murder, when 
police officers broke every rule in the book 
by failing to secure and preserve the crime 
scene. If any valuable leads were thus 
destroyed, we will never know. The bullets 
were found days later by civilians. Even 
today nobody can be certain whether they 
were the actual bullets used or were planted 
there. 

The second major disaster took place the 
day after the murder, when Stockholm’s own 
Sherlock Holmes, Chief of Police Hans 
Holmér, finally became aware that his coun- 
try’s Prime Minister had been murdered. 
Holmér had been unavailable on a quick win- 
ter holiday with his current mistress, and for 
obvious reasons had failed to leave a number 
where his wife might stumble upon him. 

A former chief of the security police, 
SAPO, Holmér was an archetypical career 
officer who had climbed the organisational 
ladder, not because of an ability to solve 
crimes, but through sharp elbows and an 
unfailing ability to scratch the right backs. 
Although a veteran officer, Holmér was a 
paper pusher who had never before a serious 
case on his desk. Unfortunately the Palme 
assassination took place in his district. 
He parachuted onto the scene and, for 
bureaucratic reasons, managed to prise the 
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‘groups. 


The unfortunate Victor Gunnarsson 
was a prime suspect for Palme’s 
murder. After emigrating to the USA 
he was shot in a crime of passion. 


investigation away 
from experienced 
homicide officers. 

Holmér made the 
disastrous decision to 
lead the investigation 
himself. He set up a 
Palme squad with 200, 
later reduced to 50, 
full-time police inves- 
tigators. He surround- 
ed himself with body- 
guards and a score of 
bureaucrats who 
would nod to his every 
whim. With Holmér 
running the show, and 
a show is what it was, 
individual officers had 
little say in what leads 
were followed or what 
direction the investiga- 
tion was heading. 

At first the investi- 
gation centred on one 
Victor Gunnarsson, a 
blabbermouth with 
links with the 
LaRouchites as well as 
with certain Christian 
Gunnarsson, 
who was evidently named by an anonymous 
telephone call, proved a bit of an enigma. On 
one hand he was in the general area at the 
time of the murder, and he acted strangely. 
On the other hand, he always acted strangely. 
Obviously enjoying the attention, he set out 
to answer police questions as vaguely as 
possible. He was arrested, brought to court 
and subsequently released by the prosecutor’s 
office. The formal reason for his release 
was that the police had bungled a witness 
confrontation, making the identification 
unsafe. 

That was not the end of the Gunnarsson 
trail. For two years he would remain a sus- 
pect, occasionally brought in for questioning. 











The shadow? Witnesses claim Palme 
was shadowed by several men before 
his murder. Many believe, however, 
that this computer generated picture 
of the shadow is completely worthless 





Hans Olvebro, who took over as head of the Palme 
investigation, was a complete contrast to his flamboyant 
predecessor. Olvebro is firmly convinced that Palme was 
killed by a lone lunatic and will not investigate any 
suggestions of a conspiracy 


A few officers of the original investigation 
team still consider him the most likely perpe- 
trator. In the end Gunnarsson moved to the 
United States, where he met with a violent 
death. His naked body was found dumped on 
a South Carolina road. He had been murdered 
by a local police officer in what is believed to 
have been a crime of passion. 


The PKK plot 


The handling of the Gunnarsson affair set the 
tone for the continuing investigation. There 
was hardly a lead that was not bungled one 
way or another. Prestige, territorial conflicts 
and lack of communications led to sharp con- 
flicts with the prosecutor’s office, causing 





You need a moustache to work for the Swedish security police, SAPO, which was responsible 
for Palme’s security. His absent bodyguards, after being told their boss had been shot 


resignations and again untold damage to the 
investigation. 

By the summer of 1986 Holmér had decid- 
ed that the assassination was the work of 
disgruntled Kurdish immigrants working for 
the PKK. Exactly how Holmér came to that 
conclusion is still in dispute. There certainly 
was no evidence and as far as motives were 
concerned, Holmér simply argued that the 
PKK was a terrorist organisation which 
decided to shot Palme because he would not 
support it. 

The fact that Sweden’s security police, 
SAPO, was pushing the PKK lead should 
have set alarm bells ringing. Among Western 
intelligence services, SAPO is seen as a 
bungling, retarded stepson. Its main contribu- 
tion to the Palme investigation seems to have 
been an ability to misplace any evidence 
pointing to the involvement of police officers 
in the murder. There is no need to mention 
_ that SAPO was in charge of Palme’s absent 

bodyguards on the night of the murder. 

Originally trained by the Gestapo in the 
1940s, SAPO’s brief is counter espionage. It 
has yet to catch a single spy. It has instead 
become a hothouse for various types of Cold 
War paranoia. In 1969 SAPO’s then chief, 
Per Gunnar Vinge, was fired because he 
nourished an unshakeable conviction that 
Palme was working for the KGB. Whatever 
“counterespionage” SAPO takes part in is 
usually directed against left-wing students or, 
in recent years, “Arab immigrants”, spook 
jargon for “potential terrorists”. The Kurds 
suited it fine. 

Whatever the reason, the PKK lead became 
Holmér’s pet theory, driving serious investi- 
gators to the brink of despair. One officer told 
Searchlight in late 1986 that as soon as he 
began working on a lead he believed merited 
investigation, he was told to drop it and 















































































































































































































































































































































This 2cm bullet is one of two found by 
civilians days after the murder. 
Whether they were the actual bullets 
used will never be known 


instead tail some Kurdish fruit vendor in the 
suburbs. 

In late 1986, police carried out massive 
raids on the homes of Kurdish immigrants. 
Several dozen people were picked up for 
questioning and “suspicious material” was 
seized by SAPO. The suspicious material 
included poetry in Kurdish, books by 
Bertrand Russell and electronic children’s 
toys. 


Holmeér’s last bow 


In February 1987 Holmér had a final feed- 
ing frenzy on Kurds. His original battle plan 
called for the arrest of 120 Kurdish 
immigrants. The prosecutors, who had serious 
doubts about his mental stability, allowed 
20. Those arrested were sent home, 








with apologies, within a day. 

The flamboyant Holmér was 
finally sacked by government 
intervention. He went on to 
become a full-time author of 
crime fiction. 

Even in retirement he contin- 
ued to haunt the investigation. 
Leaning on his old boys’ net- 
work, Holmér joined forces 
with the publisher Ebbe 
Carlsson, who had wide con- 
tacts in the Social Democrat 
establishment, and two “Kurd 
experts” from SAPO, Walter 
Keg6 and Henrik Barrling. 
Together they set up a private 
investigation. 

Ebbe Carlsson managed to 
persuade Anna-Greta Leijon, 
the Minister of Justice, to lend 
covert support to their efforts. 
Holmér then sent one of his 
bodyguards on a shopping tour 
to the Counter Spy shop in 
London, where he picked up a 
car load of sophisticated bug- 
ging equipment. This was evi- 
dently a first step in a plan ille- 
gally to bug the homes of 
Kurdish immigrants. 

This grand scheme came to 
an abrupt end when Holmér’s 
henchman was arrested by 
Swedish customs. The scandal resulted in 
Ms Leijon’s resignation and Carlsson’s 
conviction. 

Following a brief interregnum, Holmér was 
replaced by Hans Olvebro, a dull, down-to- 
earth, nit-picking homicide inspector. The 
Palme squad was gradually reduced to its pre- 
sent 14 full-time investigators. 

Compared with Holmér’s swashbuckling, 
Olvebro’s takeover was a relief. However, 
nothing was easy in this ill-fated investiga- 
tion. Olvebro inherited a monumental chaos 
of misplaced reports and some 30,000 unsort- 
ed and unfinished leads, which took several 
years to unravel. 


The Pettersson trail 


In 1988 Olvebro abandoned suggestions that 
the Palme murder was the result of an organ- 
ised conspiracy and began looking for a lone 
gunman. He found one in the shape of 
Christer Pettersson, a violent drug addict with 
a criminal record and jail sentences going 
back to the early 1970s. Pettersson was an 
unlikely suspect, but circumstances placed 
him near the scene of the murder at the cru- 
cial time. Lacking an alibi, he was picked up 
for questioning and surprisingly identified as 
the gunman by Mrs Palme. 

Her. identification has been the source of 
much controversy. Taking a cue from Holmér, 
the line-up was bungled so that Pettersson 
stood out as the “obvious alcoholic” of the 
group. Furthermore, there are serious doubts 
that Mrs Palme saw the gunman at all. The 
description she gave of the killer fits a nearby 
witness, whom she might have confused with 
the killer. 

Pettersson was eventually brought to trial. 
The case against him rested entirely on cir- 
cumstantial evidence. Protesting his inno- 
cence, he was convicted in a first trial, but 
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released on appeal. The appeal court noted 
the complete absence of any technical or sub- 
stantial evidence. 

Pettersson’s release took the wind out of 
the sails of the investigation. The trial had 
been a disaster and even if the police were to 
find a new suspect, Mrs Palme’s identifica- 
tion of Pettersson would make it impossible 
for her to identify another perpetrator. 
Although official policy is that the investiga- 
tion is open to leads in all directions, Olvebro 
had committed himself to the killer being a 
lone lunatic. He remained firmly convinced 
that he had caught Palme’s assassin, and 
probably found it difficult to recharge his 
batteries. 

Since then the investigation has limped on. 
Brief outbursts of activity, mostly in the 
media, have been followed by long periods of 
seemingly monumental inactivity. 

Olvebro has increasingly faced criticism for 
an inability to follow up leads suggesting a 
conspiracy, and the tedious, bureaucracy that 
characterises his investigation. The inactivity 
is shared by Mrs Solveig Riberdahl, head of 
the prosecutor’s office, which is formally in 
charge of the investigation. 

Their response to the latest development, 
the South Africa connection, is a typical 
example of this. When the former leader of 
the South African death squads said they 
were behind the Palme murder, the world 
reacted with astonishment and the Swedish 
media immediately dispatched a score of 
reporters to Pretoria. One Swedish paper 
hired Tommy Lindstrém, a former national 
chief of police detectives, who was fired after 
being caught embezzling funds a few years 
ago. Lindstrém went to South Africa, bull- 
dozed his way into the prison and had a long 
interview with Eugene de Kock. 

Back in Sweden, Mrs Riberdahl reacted 
with stern criticism of Lindstré6m who “may 
have damaged the possibilities of getting 
untainted evidence from de Kock”. She is 
probably right. But the point is that the Palme 
investigation knew about de Kock at the same 
time as Lindstrém — indeed it has had infor- 
mation about the South African connection 
since 1986 — and the question remains: why 
did the Swedish police fail to beat Lindstrém 
to South Africa? 


Conspiracy buffs 


Just as in the case of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, Sweden has developed its share of 
“private investigators”, ranging from conspir- 
acy buffs and plain lunatics to more or less 
serious investigative reporters with pet 
theories. 

The private investigators form an exclu- 
sive, somewhat tedious club with their own 
magazine, Palme News. They range from far 
right-wingers such as Eva Bergquist, a leader 
of the anti-immigration group Free 
Information, to the left-wing KPML(r). 
Although private investigators rarely agree on 
anything, a common thread is their attempts 
to uncover the great “cover-up”. The most 
popular theory is “the cops did it”. 

The first threads of the police trail were 
woven by Lars Krantz, a television producer 
who claimed he saw two policemen acting 
strangely a few blocks away from the murder 
scene shortly after the shooting. Krantz later 
identified them as members of a notoriously 
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Lisbeth Palme narrowly escaped death when the killer fired a second round, 
which passed through her coat. She identified Christer Pettersson as the killer. 


But did she really see the gunman? 





Christer Pettersson, a convicted killer 
and drug addict with convictions 
going back to the early 1970s. Despite 
the verdict of the appeal court, the 
current head of the Palme 
investigation remains convinced he 
was the gunman 


violent police detail, nicknamed the “baseball 
gang”, with documented right-wing leanings. 
When another former member of the baseball 
gang showed up as one of Holmér’s body- 
guards, the scene was set for the exposure of 
a cover-up. Various conspiracy buffs have 
implicated a cast of characters, including a 
dozen police officers on duty on the day, 
Holmér himself, Sweden’s former ambas- 
sador to Paris Carl Lidbom, Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson, Palme’s successor, and Mrs 
Palme as part of the conspiracy. 

A side effect of the Palme investigation has 
been the uncovering of an avalanche of infor- 


mation about a number of far-right groups in 
Sweden. The early investigation focused on 
neo-nazis, LaRouchites and intelligence oper- 
atives close to the World Anti Communist 
League. Later the heat moved onto the police 
themselves, and a number of officers with far- 
right connections were put under the micro- 
scope. 


The police trail 


The police trail focuses on a group of perhaps 
as many as 20 police officers with document- 
ed nazi or far-right leanings. Several of them 
are connected with the WACL as well as the 
Gladio “‘stay behind” network. The group also 
includes officers who had friendly relations 
with the South African apartheid regime. 

Although there is not a shred of evidence 
actually linking police officers to the assassi- 
nation, private investigators and journalists 
have pointed out a number of peculiarities 
concerning police activities on the night of 
the murder. After rejecting the obvious crack- 
pot theories, enough questions remain to 
merit a serious investigation. Unfortunately, 
conspiracy buffs with crackpot theories have 
more or less destroyed the credibility of the 
police trail. 

The Palme investigation has been less than 
enthusiastic about looking into suggestions 
that police officers may have been involved. 
In Olvebro’s case this probably has less to do 
with a fear of embarrassing the police, than 
with the fact that he remains firmly convinced 
that Palme was murdered by a lone lunatic. 


By our Swedish correspondent and our 
friends at Searchlight’s sister magazine, Expo 





Expo, the Swedish language anti- 
fascist magazine, is published six 
times a year. It can be obtained from 
Box 1030, 114 79 Stockholm, Sweden 





Veteran 
racists behind 
anti-mosque 
campaign 


An argument between two shopkeepers in 
Chichester turned into open violence after 
anti-mosque activists from the nazi Surrey 
Border Front got involved. Mr Sahraee, an 
Iranian-born shopkeeper, is now considering 
moving out of the area after his shop was 
attacked and covered with graffiti. 

The feud between the neighbouring shops 
on the Whyke Estate started at the height of 
anti-mosque hostility in summer, when plans 
for a local mosque provoked an outburst of 
racism in the Sussex town. Local church lead- 
ers made outrageous racist comments at a 
public meeting in June, with a member of the 
Christian Fellowship, Mike Eley, describing 
Islam as the “‘devil’s work” and the building 
of a mosque as an “abomination to God”. 

Right-wing activists were quick to exploit 
the tension and resentment. Joy Page, the vet- 
eran organiser of the Immigration Control 
Association, turned up at the meeting but was 
not allowed to speak. After the local press 
exposed her activities, Rev Mike Griffiths, 
another church leader opposed to the mosque, 
had to admit that he had been in contact with 
her twice before the meeting. 

Other church leaders have, however, 
expressed support for the mosque. The 
Bishop of Chichester stated that he found it 
“jnappropriate that Christians should attempt 
to prevent persons of other faiths from having 
places of worship”. 

The Croydon-based Surrey Border Front 
attempted to hijack the anti-mosque campaign 
in August and distributed thousands of 
leaflets. This inflamed the feud between the 
two shopkeepers, culminating in a series of 
violent racist attacks. Mr Sahraee’s shop was 
robbed several times and security cameras 
were smashed. People were seen near the 
shop observing customers and harassing them 
when they came out. 

Mr Sahraee and his wife are on the verge of 
a nervous breakdown. The local police, con- 


_ cerned at the racist repercussions of the SBF’s 


actions, have launched an investigation. 

The SBF and the closely connected British 
National Party branch in Croydon have also 
been active in a number of anti-mosque cam- 
paigns in the Greater London area. 

In Merton, the BNP’s campaign took off in 
February this year, when members participat- 
ed in a demonstration of 200 local people out- 
side a planning committee meeting. Surrey 
BNP produced at least two leaflets and hand- 
ed out others produced by the “Residents 
Action Group”. The leaflets attempted to stir 
up absurd fears about the white population 
being swamped by Muslim people and com- 
plained about “left discrimination” against 
white people’s concerns. 

The BNP publications British Nationalist 
and The Rune boast about the great success of 
the party’s campaign and claim that the BNP 
is supported by the SBF, National Front and 


ATION 


Joy Page, holding an Immigration Control Association placard, at a joint racist 





and nazi rally in Trafalgar Square in 1976. Among those sharing the platform 
were men later convicted for stockpiling guns, as well as Michael McLaughlin, 
then leader of the nazi British Movement, and Lady Jane Birdwood 


International Third Position. However, nei- 
ther the NF nor the ITP made their way to the 
latest meeting and their involvement seems to 
have faded. 

In Addiscombe, the BNP made great efforts 
to capitalise on local anti-mosque resentments 
and sent Richard Edmonds, the BNP national 
organiser, to one of the public meetings earli- 
er this year. The SBF also distributed leaflets 
and put up posters with racist cartoons, but no 
fascists appeared at the final planning meet- 
ing in September, which granted permission. 

Other London BNP branches have also 
been active on this issue, but again have made 
little headway. BNP members turned up at a 
public meeting in Beckton, among them 
Michael Davidson, former BNP candidate for 
Beckton. They were able to mix with some 
100 local people opposed to the proposed 
mosque, but most people made it clear that 
they did not want to be seen with the BNP. 

The BNP campaign is being led by Pauline 
Davies, a local activist. Opposition to the 


mosque declined soon after the Newham 
Monitoring Project organised a very success- 
ful support campaign. Planning permission 
for the mosque has been granted. 

The BNP in London has reclined rapidly 
since Derek Beackon’s fluke victory in a 
council by-election in Millwall in 1993. Most 
branches are no more than paper organisa- 
tions and the party’s feud with Combat 18, 
the nazi terror group, has depleted its forces 
greatly. Even in the East End, once the bas- 
tion of BNP support, the branch rarely meets, 
and Derek Beackon mopes around claiming 
that it is all over for them. His constant deri- 
sion of the branch has led to calls that he 
should not be a candidate at the next election. 

The anti-mosque campaigns have been the 
main focus of the BNP in London over the 
past 12 months, yet they have been fruitless. 
While the BNP can be expected to increase 
its activities dramatically in the run-up to the 
general election, it is starting from a low and 
demoralised base. 


Surrey Border Front ‘dangerous’, police say 


he Surrey Border Front split off from 

| the Croydon British National Party 

branch, although the two groups share 

a common membership. It was formed after 

Croydon activists were seriously attacked in 

Leeds last year, by people acting on informa- 

tion many thought was deliberately leaked by 

Leeds BNP to their opponents. Suspicion has 

fallen on the Leeds BNP organiser, who dis- 
appeared moments before the attack. 

Many Croydon activists became disillu- 
sioned with the lack of security within the 
BNP, believing that the National Socialist 
Alliance, Combat 18’s political wing, offered 
them a better deal. No one was more annoyed 
about the lack of security than the SBF’s 
leader, Adrian Woods. It was he who had 
booked the van that was wrecked in Leeds. 

Woods, a long-time local activist who 
works as a glazier for Lambeth council, start- 
ed political life in the National Front before 
moving over to the BNP several years ago. 
Shortly after the attack, Woods met Charlie 
Sargent in Bethnal Green, with the intention 
of joining the NSA. Sargent, while generally 
welcoming newcomers, seemed less than 
enthusiastic about the potential recruits. Word 


is that Sargent and his C18 chums have little 
time for Woods and the other SBF activists. 

Nicknamed the “little drummer boy”, 
Woods has finally achieved his life-long 
ambition of creating a drum corps for the 
movement. At recent Blood and Honour gigs 
his “Reich Force” has entertained the assem- 
bled boneheads between bands. 

Woods is known to hold occasional SBF 
soirées at which he distributes home-made 
papier maché figures of black people filled 
with red paint. His guests are encouraged to 
stab them while chanting nazi slogans. 

While the SBF was set up as a separate 
entity from Croydon BNP, they remain in 
close contact. Both have been involved in the 
anti-mosque campaigns, sometimes using the 
same leaflets. More often than not the same 
people hand out both leaflets. 

The SBF’s nuisance value is growing and 
has been noted by police. A leading member 
of the Asian community, speaking to police 
about security after seeing nazi stickers in the 
area, was told not to worry if they were BNP 
stickers as nothing else would happen, but to 
inform them immediately if he saw any sign 
of the SBF, because it was dangerous. 
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SEARCHLIGHT 
CAMPAIGN 
ROCKS NAZI 
MUSIC SCENE 


Searchlight’s special investigation into the international fascist 
music scene last month has caused serious disruption to the nazi 
peddlers of hate in Britain. As part of our campaign, Searchlight 
helped a number of local and national newspapers and radio 
stations to expose the key figures responsible for producing, 
distributing and selling the vicious racist CDs which incite the 
murder of Jews and black people. The campaign has had an imme- 


diate and demonstrable effect. 


Searchlight calls on readers’ continued support to: 


SHUT DOWN THE PEDDLERS OF HATE! 


fter being formally notified by 
Aceetia of the illegal nature of the 

CDs it had unwittingly manufactured, 
Nimbus Manufacturing UK finally bowed to 
pressure and issued a contrite press release at 
the end of September. The Nimbus statement 
declared that the company “is extremely dis- 
mayed to have been implicated in the produc- 
tion of this CD and has reported the matter to 
the police”. 

The police have started an investigation, 
with a view to prosecuting those responsible 
for the production and distribution of nazi 
CDs inciting racial hatred. Searchlight’s 
exposé and the police enquiry should ensure 
that illegal racist CDs can no longer be mas- 
tered and pressed in Britain by major compa- 
nies such as Nimbus. 

This is an important victory which makes it 
much more difficult for the British fascist 
bands to produce their hate CDs in this coun- 
try. It is likely that the nazis will now manu- 
facture even more of their CDs abroad in 
Taiwan and elsewhere. Searchlight has dis- 
covered that Ritek in Taiwan was responsible 
for the mastering and/or pressing of a number 
of fascist CDs, including Razor’s Edge’s 
Whatever it takes and Blood and Honour 
Volume II. 

It is thought that this is probably the first 
time that anti-fascists have been able to iden- 
tify where nazi CDs are being mastered and 
pressed and successfully stopped their manu- 
facture. 

Last month Searchlight reported that 
Groove Records had been selling the illegal 
No Remorse CD, as well as other nazi albums 
and publications. Groove, which is run by 
Pete Widdison from his home in Cheddar 
Close, Woolston, Southampton, had been sell- 
ing racist albums by mail order and at record 
fairs in Camden, London. 
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Widdison at first told journalists: 
“The right-wing records are just a 
very small per cent of what I sell ... 
I’m not into politics — I just sell 
records. I’m not a fan of the right- 
wing music myself it’s just 
business.” 

Searchlight is extremely sceptical 
of Widdison’s disingenuous claims that he 
does not sell a lot of fascist material and is 
not a fan. Groove catalogues in our posses- 
sion advertise hundreds of nazi albums and 
when our investigators spoke to Widdison he 
seemed to have great knowledge of the differ- 
ent fascist bands, as he could recommend cer- 
tain albums. In a taped conversation, he told 
an investigator: “We will definitely get that 
[No Remorse’s Barbecue in Rostock] in 
again, come down to.Camden”. It is clear 
then that, whatever his financial or ideologi- 
cal motives, Widdison is breaking the law by 
peddling illegal racist CDs and should be 
prosecuted. 

After Searchlight had tipped off the media, 
journalists contacted the organisers of the 
popular record fairs at Camden’s Electric 
Ballroom who were appalled to discover that 
Groove had been selling nazi CDs. A 
spokesperson stated: “Neither VIP Events nor 
the Electric Ballroom allow racist or other 
offensive stuff anywhere in our fairs. We 
don’t want to be involved in anything like 
that. The dealer in question has been suspend- 
ed from selling at the fair for a month, pend- 
ing guarantees that he will not sell this mate- 
rial at the fair again. We want nothing to do 
with nazism.” 

This commendable action by the record fair 
organisers appears to have had an effect on 
Widdison, who stated: “It’s purely business — 
if it’s bad for business, I won’t stock it. I 
won’t be selling it again.” Searchlight will be 








Searchlight exposé leads 
to Commons question 


Chris Mullin, MP, (Labour Sunderland 
South) asked the Attorney General on 16 
October 1996: “What consideration has 
been given to prosecuting the band No 
Remorse, and the producers and 
distributors of the CD, Barbecue in 
Rostock; and if he will make a statement.” 





Readers will doubtless await the reply 
with interest. 








monitoring Groove closely to see if it has 
genuinely given up the “business” of selling 
nazi CDs and publications. 

Groove is not the only organisation that has 
been profiting from the sale of racist albums. 
The British nazi music organisation, Blood 
and Honour, peddles nazi albums from its 
network of secretive Post Office Box address- 
es across the country. Searchlight once again 
took legal advice on these distributors and 
was told that if the PO Boxes are used for 
receiving orders for the CDs and other mate- 
rials then it is certainly arguable that those 
ordering such material would themselves be 
acting unlawfully by aiding or inciting unlaw- 
ful acts. In other words, all the nazis who are 
using PO Boxes to sell Barbecue in Rostock 
and similar material are acting illegally. 

Searchlight calls on the authorities to pros- 














































































































































































































































































































Shy nazis: Martin Lee (left) and Chris Hipkin 


ecute the racist extremists who 
own _ these PO Boxes. 
Searchlight has also informed 
the Royal Mail that these PO 
Boxes have been selling illegal 
material and hope that action 
can be taken by the relevant 
authorities to close down these 
distribution outlets. 

The Royal Mail could 
begin by examining the case of David 
Braddon, who runs the No Remorse Box in 
Caerphilly. Our enquiries have ascertained 
that the address Braddon gave the Post Office 
was a block of flats where he was living, 
which has recently been demolished. 

Another key outlet for Blood and Honour is 
British Oi! R.I.D. (Renewal of Identity) in 
Derby. British Oi! is run by Chris Hipkin, 
who is assisted by Martin Lee, a key skinhead 
activist in the area, who was living in 
Hipkin’s house. In issue 40 of British Oi!, 
these two characters have adopted the 
pseudonym Mike Miles as a cover for their 
activities. British Oi! once again advertises 
the illegal No Remorse Barbecue in Rostock 
CD describing it as “very raw White Power 
music at its bluntest ... and most of all a kick 
in the balls to Paul Burnley who still contin- 
ues to use the name regardless of not having a 
band”. Burnley has retaliated by posting a list 
on the Resistance Internet site of individuals 
and organisations affiliated to Combat 18 
whom skinheads should boycott. 

British Oi! also claims that Britain’s racist 
music label, ISD Records, is releasing a new 
CD by Warlord and a compilation album fea- 
turing new nazi bands, such as the two 
London bands, Chingford Attack and Legion 
of St George, as well as Avalon from 
Coventry. Other new bands include Violent, 
from Derbyshire, and Conquest. ISD is the 
main producer of nazi CDs which clearly 
incite racial hatred and are completely illegal. 


Searchlight hopes that ISD will be one of the 
principal targets of the police investigation, 
so that it is permanently shut down and pre- 
vented from capitalising on racism. 

A number of recent nazi gigs have further 
emphasised the splits within the nazi skin- 
head movement. On the weekend of 21 
September, two nazi concerts were held in the 
Midlands, organised by the separate factions 
within British nazi music. The concerts were 
both “memorial gigs” for Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, the nazi skinhead leader who died 
in a car crash in September 1993. The pro- 
C18 concert, held near Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, attracted around 200 nazis and 
featured No Remorse and Razor’s Edge, as 
well as a band from abroad. The largest con- 
tingent present at the gig came from Essex 
with Charlie Sargent, C18’s street leader. This 
is the second gig that C18 has organised in 
the area in the past few months, during which 
time there has been a rise in racist and fascist 
activity. C18’s political wing, the National 
Socialist Alliance, has also established a PO 
Box in nearby Hinckley, which is registered 
to Quantum Consultancy, in High Street, 
Nuneaton. 

Meanwhile, in Nottinghamshire, the anti- 
C18 bands English Rose and Squadron 
played to a crowd of around 100 boneheads, 
including guests from Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and France. The numbers at the 
respective events suggest that those groups 
hostile to C18 are beginning to attract 
increasing numbers of fascist footsoldiers to 
their cause. 

English Rose and Squadron, who along 
with Paul Burnley’s version of No Remorse 
have been the vanguard of the anti-C18 
forces, were publicly joined by the 
Ovaltinees. The Cardiff band Celtic Warrior 
played some sets but the highlight of the 
event occurred when its leader Billy Bartlett 
got up on stage during Squadron’s set, 


accused C18 of stealing money from bands 
and declared that the movement should shun 
C18. Celtic Warrior are well regarded in the 
nazi music scene, as they were formed out of 
the wreckage of the nazi band Violent Storm, 
three of whose members died in a car crash in 
1992. The boneheads therefore see Bartlett as 
a heroic figure with a longstanding commit- 
ment to the cause. 

Celtic Warrior have now definitely left the 
C18-controlled Blood and Honour network. It 
is widely believed within the far right that 
Celtic Warrior’s decision was motivated by 
financial rather than political reasons, as the 
band wanted to receive more money for 
themselves from CD sales. The band’s own 
albums, as well as their collaborations with 
Australian fascist musicians under the name 
Broadsword, have been good sellers in the 
nazi market. The band sells their material 
from their own PO Box in Cardiff, but despite 
their feud with C18, they have also been sell- 
ing the illegal No Remorse Barbecue in 
Rostock CD. 

Many nazis all over the country who are 
opposed to C18’s dominance of nazi music 
through its control of Blood and Honour are 
using the Midlands - _ Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire — as their 
political power base to fight back. They are 
now claiming that bands from the Blood and 
Honour stable are joining them all the time. 

It is apparent that the feuds within the nazi 
skinhead movement are only going to intensi- 
fy as everybody tries to keep their hands on 
the lucrative financial rewards. Searchlight’s 
continued campaign against the nazi music 
movement will create even more problems 
for those who make money from selling a 
message of racial hatred and nazi genocide. 


Police hit Blood 
and Honour’s 
Polish operation 






























Two leading members of Polish Blood 
and Honour were arrested after police 
uncovered printing equipment for nazi 
propaganda. Pavel S and _ Pavel 
Bednarski were arrested by security 
police from the Office of State 
Protection. Officers who raided 
Bednarski’s house found a_ printing 
press for making nazi T-shirts with pic- 
tures of Adolf Hitler, carrying the slo- 
gan “God of War” and one of Hitler’s 
deputy, Rudolf Hess. 

They also seized equipment for print- 
ing the magazines Blood and Honour, 
Aryjezyk (Aryan), Narodowy Socjalizm 
(National Socialism) and Aryjska Krew 
(Aryan Blood). 

Bednarski is known to have had close 
contact with Ian Stuart Donaldson, the 
leader of the British nazi band 
Skrewdriver, who died in a car crash 
three years ago, and Gary Lauck, chief 
propagandist of the US-based NSDAP- 
AO, who was recently sentenced to four 
years’ jail in Germany for inciting 
racial hatred. 
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RETURN TO THE ROOTS OF RESISTANCE 


British anti-fascists celebrate the victors of Cable Street and the 43 Group 


ne thousand anti-fascists marched 
O from Altab Ali Park in London’s East 

End to Cable Street last month to 
commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the 
battle against Oswald Mosley’s fascists. 
Organised by the Cable Street Commemora- 
tion Committee, veterans of the great day 
itself, International Brigaders who fought 
against fascism in Spain, and trade unionists 
marched with a younger generation of anti- 
fascists determined to carry on the fight 
against fascism. In Cable Street itself there 
was a festival with bands, stalls and speakers. 

A broad range of speakers brought greet- 
ings from several organisations, including the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, the Tower 
Hamlets Trades’ Council, the National 
Assembly against Racism, and Searchlight. 
Bob Crow, assistant general secretary of the 
RMT, told the rally about his union’s strug- 
gle, with the help of Searchlight, to expel 
John Morse, a bus driver and editor of the 
BNP’s newspaper British Nationalist. 

“There used to a be a Yiddish Theatre 
here,” said one older anti-fascist as we 
marched through streets now populated by a 
new generation of mainly Bengali immi- 
grants. Notable among the impressive array 
of banners was that of the German Ernst 
Thaelmann battalion of the International 
Brigades. Thaelmann, the leader of the 
German Communist Party, was murdered in a 
Nazi prison on the eve of the defeat of 
Nazism. German Communists fought in 
Spain against fascism proclaiming 
Thaelmann’s name on their battle standard. 

The fight against fascism did not end after 
Cable Street or Spain or the Second World 
War. While, understandably, most people 
went about the business of building an ordi- 
nary, peaceful life, there remained a hard core 
of anti-fascists, many of whom became life- 
long activists. On the next page we interview 
one such activist, Monty Goldman, who talks 
not only about Cable Street but also about the 
postwar struggle against fascism. We also 
review a documentary about the 43 Group 
and a new book and pamphlet about fascism 
in east London in the 1930s. 

The march to Cable Street was the high 
point of a series of activities spread over two 
weeks. A meeting of academics, local veter- 
ans and politicians was held in the East End. 
A second meeting addressed by leading mod- 
ern historians was held at the Wiener Library, 
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Left: Henry Morris spoke for the Board 
of Deputies and the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women. 
Below left: Bob Crow of the RMT 


which houses one of the best collections of 
books on the Nazi period. The library has 
recently seen the return of its former director, 
Dr David Cesarani, in the same role. A third 
meeting will take place in December. 

Two political rallies, a musical event and a 
film show were well attended. Most of the 
events attracted good media coverage. The 
argument that people still have to fight back 
against organised fascism and racism today as 
yesterday was largely accepted by the media 
without contradiction. This widespread cover- 
age of the Battle of Cable Street and its 
lessons is of more than passing importance in 
the run-up to a general election in which any- 
thing up to a hundred candidates with fascist, 
nazi or racist connections could be standing. 





East London veterans, churchmen and academics discuss the lessons of Cable 
Street. Second from left: local churchman Ken Leech; right: David Cesarani, 
director of the Wiener library 


Lifelong fighter 
against fascism 


Monty Goldman was one of the organisers of last month’s Cable 
Street commemoration march. Although he was a child when the 
Battle of Cable Street took place, he talked to Searchlight about 
his involvement in the anti-fascist movement in the period after- 
wards and the importance of this year’s commemoration. 


e lived in Flower and Dean Street, 
one end backs on to Brick Lane 
and the other onto Commercial 


Street. About 300 yards along was 
Woolworth’s, opposite Gardiners Corner, 
where the big battle took place. 

Looking back, unfortunately Cable Street 
wasn’t as broad as, say, when you get an anti- 
racist demonstration today. The Board of 
Deputies and the Labour Party called for peo- 
ple to boycott it. Today you would get major 
Jewish organisations officially sponsoring it. 
In those days people were answering a call 
mainly by the Communist Party, the Young 
Communist League and the Daily Worker. 
That’s what created a situation that barred the 
way to the fascists. That’s not to say that 
there weren’t hundreds, thousands of Labour 
Party people that responded to the call. Many 
of them were anti-fascists, so they ignored the 
instruction from the political hierarchies and 
participated in the mass demonstration. 

After my father got back from the battle he 
took me and my mother round to show us 
Royal Mint Street where the fascists had been 
stopped from marching. 

I have some recollection of the period, but 
what I remember better is in 1946 the re- 
emergence of the fascist organisation. It 
wasn’t called Union Movement then, because 
Mosley was in the background. Then it was 


This attractive pamphlet is an excellent 
introduction to the events of 4 October 4 
1936. Divided into eight sections, the book- 
let puts Cable Street into historic context, 
with the events of the battle itself being told 
by veterans. An attractive layout, pho- 


the Book Clubs and the 
British League of Ex- 
Servicemen. I used to 
go to Ridley Road, 
where the 43 Group 
used to confront the 
fascists, and I got 
friendly with the late 
Harold Bidney and 
Jackie Meyerovitch 
and others. I used to go 
every Sunday and a 
short while afterwards 
I joined the Young Communist League. 

The most vivid recollection I have was that 
Harry Pollitt was invited to speak by the 
Communist Party at York Hall, Bethnal 
Green. The fascists were organising big 
protests and trying to disrupt Communist 
Party and 43 Group meetings and any meet- 
ings that were anti-fascist. The 43 Group con- 
tacted the Communist Party and volunteered 
their services to be stewards. They stewarded 
the whole of the area outside York Hall, a 
couple of hundred of them, while the 
Communist Party had their own stewards 
positioned inside the hall. There were about 
3,000 people there. I think it was 1948, 
because that was the year that Mosley came 
out of hiding. 


Once I joined the YCL, anti-fascism 


tographs and a full page map of the area at 
the time make this a very accessible 
publication. 

Short articles explain the economic situa- 
tion and the depression, the Spanish Civil 
War and Jewish immigration into Britain. 
Other articles explain what the East End 
was like in the 1930s and provide an excel- 
lent background to the battle itself. 

Accounts of what happened on the day 
are drawn from various sources, including 
Phil Piratin’s Our Flag Stays Red and Joe 
Jacobs’s Out of the Ghetto. A reference sec- 
tion at the end gives the reader the opportu- 
nity to find more detailed literature on the 
subject. 

This pamphlet deserves widespread distri- 
bution among anti-racists and particularly 
young Jews, who three generations on often 
know little of the great struggles that their 
own community faced in holding back the 
fascist threat in Britain. 


The Battle of Cable Street 1936, Ed. Cable 
Street Group (London, 1995) ISBN 0 
9526827 0 2, 36 pages. Available at £2.95 
from 178 Whitechapel Road, London E1 
1BJ. 








Monty Goldman (centre) on the Cable Street commemora- 
tion march with Searchlight editor Gerry Gable 


became a major activity. In 1949 two Jewish 
lads returning from a youth club were beaten 
up outside their home by a mob of Mosleyites 
who had been drinking in the Crown and 
Anchor Pub at Dalston Junction. They were 
just in their early teens and suffered terrible 
injuries. Challenge [the YCL newspaper] 
carried a whole article on it. We went round 
Cazenove Road, where a lot of Jewish 
people lived, and within an hour sold 200 
copies. 

Then I went in the army, and when I came 
out the fascists were quietening down. This 
was 1950-51. It wasn’t until 1960 that the fas- 
cists came into their own again. Jordan and 
Tyndall started organising, and Mosley held 
meetings again in Ridley Road. In 1962 there 
was the mass turnout in Trafalgar Square — 
they lasted about three minutes there! The 62 
Committee came into being then; many of the 
people were the same people from the 43 
Group, such as Harold Bidney. Of course 
Gerry Gable was very active during this peri- 
od too. We saw a very big anti-fascist move- 
ment develop at this time. 

I was active against the National Front 
when it came into being in 1967 as an amal- 
gamation of a number of racist groups. In 
Hackney, where I was active, we formed, 
through the London Co-Operative Society, 
Hackney ‘Trades Council, Hackney 
Communist Party and with some Caribbean 
lads, the Hackney Committee Against 
Racialism, which lasted for ten years. We 
were active through the whole period when 
the National Front was quite strong. I was 
also active in the Anti Nazi League. 

The importance of the Cable Street event 
this year is that we can take some pride and 
credit that a small section of the movement 
has managed to bring a broad range of people 
together. The Board of Deputies of British 
Jews had a speaker. If we can get the Board 
of Deputies, Searchlight, together with com- 
munists, Labour Party people and local and 
national trade union bodies, then in my opin- 
ion it is one of the broadest based actions 
against racism that we’ ve seen. 
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The unknown heroes 


of the 43 Group 


hen veterans of the 43 Group met 
in 1990 for a reunion, they never 
expected to see each other again. 


Yet this year they met again at Maccabi 
House in Northwest London twice, firstly in 
March to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the 
group’s inauguration and again in September 
for the unveiling of a commemorative plaque 
and the premiére of a documentary about the 
group. 

Much has changed since 1990, when the 
name of the 43 Group was known only to an 
older generation of anti-fascist activists and 
some younger, mainly Jewish anti-fascists. 
The younger generation had stories passed 
down to them about the 43 Group and also 
the 62 Group (1962 Committee), militant 
anti-fascist organisations that had some com- 
mon membership. Shortly after the 1990 
reunion Morris Beckman, a former member, 
published a book about the 43 Group, and the 
accompanying media interest rescued the 
group from obscurity. 

Surviving 43 Group veterans who, until 
1990, had not met in 40 years gathered to see 
a plaque unveiled by the group’s most famous 
former member, Vidal Sassoon. The plaque 
was blessed by Rabbi Leslie Hardman, who 
had been a British army chaplain at the liber- 
ation of Belsen concentration camp and later 
became chaplain to both the 43 and 62 
Groups. Rabbi Hardman praised members’ 
bravery and acts of self sacrifice. 

Gerry Flamberg, the former joint chairman 
of the 43 Group, spoke before the screening 
of the film and explained how the group was 
formed not merely as a response to the 
revived postwar fascist threat but also as a 
necessity in the face of passivity by the Board 
of Deputies’ Jewish Defence Committee. 
Flamberg explained how the group worked 
with people who had been active before and 


during the Second 
World War against 
the fascist threat, x 
mainly Jewish 
communists, in a 
frank way which, 
unfortunately, has ee a 
been completely 

left out of both oy 
Morris Beckman’s 
The 43 Group and 
the accompanying 
newspaper articles. 
He also told how 
the 43 Group was 
the first organisa- 
tion in Britain that sent volunteers to fight in 
the Israeli War of Independence in 1948. 

Vidal Sassoon, who was both a 43 Group 
member and a volunteer in the Israeli War of 
Independence, gave an emotional speech. 
Drawing on the history of antisemitism he 
said that for people like him the group was 
analogous to the heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising, such as its leader, Mordechai 
Anielewicz. He went on to talk about some of 
the work in which he was involved at the 
Hebrew University and ended by saying that 
the “spirit of the 43 Group was essential, is 
essential, and will always be essential”. 

The documentary, titled The 43 Group — 
The Secret Battle Of Britain makes com- 
pelling viewing. Narrated by Harold Pinter, 
the film consists of interviews with former 
members interspersed with some _ superb 
archive footage from the period. Particularly 
moving is an interview with Jules Konopinski 
who, barely able to hold back the tears, 
explains that he believed he had to fight as 
much of his family had been wiped out in the 
Holocaust. Rabbi Hardman tells how he had 
to adapt his usual pulpit style in order to 





















































Old comrades of the 43 Group reunited for the premiére of the 
documentary. From left to right: Lenny Rolnick, Vidal 
Sassoon, Gerry Flamberg and Len Sherman 


speak at street meetings and that he had no 
doubt about the justification of the use of vio- 
lence against fascists. 

One of the most interesting interviews is 
with Douglas Hyde, who helped with the pro- 
duction of the 43 Group newspaper, On 
Guard. Hyde was the news editor of the 
Communist newspaper, the Daily Worker, and 
caused consternation when he left the 
Communist Party in March 1948 and became 
a devout Catholic. His subsequent book, / 
Believed, served as an important piece of 
Cold War propaganda. In the last few years of 
his life Hyde turned increasingly first to liber- 
ation theology within the Catholic church and 
later to a position on the left of politics. 

One can only hope that television compa- 
nies show an interest in the film. The story of 
the 43 Group should be heard and seen wide- 
ly; it is the least its fighters deserve. 


The 43 Group — The Secret Battle Of Britain. 
Eurotel Video, 1996. 52 minutes. Director 
John Williams, produced by Ben Evansky, 
narrated by Harold Pinter, music by Towering 
Inferno. 





A serious study of the BUF in East London 


Dr Lineham’s book is a study of the British 
Union of Fascists in East London and the sur- 
rounding area. As an insight into the motiva- 
tion of BUF members and the way they were 
organised in the locality, the book, which 
includes some new information, certainly 
adds to the body of material that is currently 
available. This is a serious academic study, 
heavily footnoted, which appears to have its 
roots in a doctoral thesis, yet is very readable. 

However, the nature of some of the source 
material raises some questions for anti-fas- 
cists. Among the people who were inter- 
viewed for the book were fascists whose 
identity Lineham has chosen not to reveal. 
The most interesting of these is “John 
Christian”, who supplied “invaluable assis- 
tance”. Christian, whose real name is John 
Warburton, is the editor of the pathetic 
newsletter, Comrade, the journal of Friends 
of Oswald Mosley. Warburton and Fred 
Bailey, who also helped with information, 
have been supplying academics with access 
to fascists and some documentation in an 


16 Searchlight, November 1996 


effort to rehabilitate their former organisation, 
whose full title, the British Union of Fascists 
and National Socialists, they seem conve- 
niently to have forgotten. 

Lineham demonstrates local tensions 
between those who supported an international 
variant of fascism and those who did not. He 
also shows that the BUF succeeded in recruit- 
ing locally for a number of reasons, not only 
because of antisemitism or a fear of social- 
ism. However, looking at the BUF in micro- 
cosm also presents problems. The old men 
and women of the BUF can sit and relate tales 
of East End battles and the wonderful “com- 
radeship” of their organisation, because they 
do indeed stand alone among Europe’s fas- 
cists. The facts are that if Britain had fallen to 
fascism, BUF members would have played 
the same role as did their counterparts in 
other European countries. They would have 
been willing participants in the annihilation 
of Britain’s Jews and fascism’s political 
opponents. The only reason that these people 
are not murderers is that they were not given 


the chance. It is for 
this reason that 
books such as 
Lineham’s are pos- 
sible. : 

Some additional Taree ene: 
footnotes referring Spuewett 
to material now 
available through 
the Public Records Office and Searchlight’s 
own files would have revealed for his readers 
some hidden history on two Blackshirts men- 
tioned in the book. Walter Purdy continued as 
a postwar nazi and “Duke” Pile was a paid 
agent of British intelligence who was allowed 
to burgle and carry out assaults across 
London with impunity in the pre and postwar 
years. 


East London 





East London for Mosley: The British Union of 
Fascists in East London and South West Essex 
1933-1940, by Thomas P Lineham. Frank 
Cass (London, 1996). Cloth £37.50, paper 
£19.50, 256 pages, ISBN 0 7146 4568 0. 
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ON THE WORLD 





urope’s biggest far-right party, Jorg 
H Haider’s Freedom movement, 

achieved its most impressive election 
victory yet in Austria’s European parliamen- 
tary elections on 13 October. 

Austria’s leading, party, the Social 
Democrats, suffered heavy losses in the vote 
for the country’s 21 seats in the 626-member 
European parliament. The party also lost its 
majority on Vienna city council for the first 
time since the Second World War. 

The Freedom Movement took 27.6 per cent 
in the European ballot, with 1,039,362 votes, 
an increase of more than 5 per cent since the 
national parliamentary elections _last 
December. The gains were a personal triumph 
for Haider, the Porsche-driving populist, who 
has won an increasing number of followers 
with his poisonous mixture of pan-German 
oratory, anti-foreigner policies and attacks on 
government bureaucracy. Last year Haider 
praised the decency of veterans of Adolf 
Hitler’s murderous Waffen SS. 

The Social Democrats received 29.2 per 
cent of the vote, a drop of 8.9 per cent over 
last year. Its junior partners in the national 
coalition government, the conservative 
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Jorg Haider 


Austrian People’s Party, gained slightly, tak- 
ing 29.6 per cent. 





Haider shatters Austria’s postwar consensus 


The vote has given the conservatives seven 
MEPs, the Social Democrats and Freedom 
Party six each and the leftist Greens and 
Liberal Forum one each. 

Haider’s nazi-infested party is shunned by 
all mainstream parties in Europe. His success 
will send negative signals to Austria’s 15 
partners in the European Union two years 
after 66 per cent of Austrians voted to join it. 

The Social Democrats lost 10 seats in the 
100-member Vienna city parliament and, with 
42 members, will have to seek coalition part- 
ners. The Freedom Party’s 28 per cent vote 
gave it 30 members, up by seven. 

The Social Democratic premier Fritz 
Vranitsky aroused the anger of pensioners by 
reneging on a promise that their income 
would be safe from government austerity 
measures. Austrian workers felt betrayed by 
an influx of foreigners and a wave of job loss- 
es, said newspapers summing up the results. 
“Tt has been the fatal tactic of our government 
to export jobs abroad while importing for- 
eigners who live on welfare,” wrote the 
Haider-supporting right-wing tabloid, Neue 
Kronen Zeitung, Austria’s biggest circulation 
daily. 


Police left town as nazis gathered for march 


New revelations have pointed to the scan- 
dalous circumstances surrounding the illegal 
nazi Rudolf Hess demonstration in Worms on 
17 August. A special correspondent reports: 


August 1993. Several hundred German and 
foreign nazis march through Fulda, in 
Hessen, to commemorate the death of Hitler’s 
deputy Rudolf Hess, accompanied by a dozen 
police who were completely overwhelmed. 
Film of this scandalous event is broadcast 
around the world and the authorities, who had 
earlier fulsomely promised to snuff out any 
nazi attempts to stage such a demonstration 
and who had foreknowledge of the march, 
start feeling the political pressure that results 
from their incompetence. 

August 1994. The scene switches to 
Luxembourg. Here the nazis try again to 
march for Hess, but this time they cannot rely 
on the “blunders” and “unhappy circum- 
stances”. of the German authorities. The 
Luxembourg police bring the “Rudolf Hess 
show” to a violent end as soon as it starts and, 
after battering the nazis to the ground, deport 
them, chastised, to Germany. 

August 1995. To prevent a second “Fulda”, 
more than 10,000 German police are 
deployed nationwide. Nevertheless, 200 nazis 
succeed in holding a march in the tiny town 
of Schneverdingen in Niedersachsen. By the 
time the police arrive, the nazis have 
disappeared. 


August 1996. The “central Rudolf Hess 
march” was planned for 17 August and any- 
one switching on their radio in the late after- 
noon of that day would have had the impres- 
sion that the authorities had really learned 
from their mistakes in 1993 and 1995 and 
mopped up the fascists. 

According to the media reports, a nazi 
march in the Rheinland-Pfalz city of Worms 
was quickly dispersed and numerous nazis 
were arrested. The reports added that, in 
advance of the Worms events, many nazis had 
been apprehended, among them 60 fascists 
who had been plucked out of the traffic at a 
motorway service station in Wetterau, near 
Frankfurt. 

German public opinion was duly satisfied. 
But was this the truth? 

The more facts that have emerged since the 
rosy reports of 17 August, the more it is clear 
that public opinion has been the victim of a 
big confidence trick. The facts, painstakingly 
pieced together by anti-fascists, paint a radi- 
cally different picture from the one unveiled 
with such glowing pride by the authorities. 

On 16 August, German state criminal 
offices were informed of three potential loca- 
tions for the Hess march: the Mannheim area 
(20 km away from Worms), Saarlouis in 
Saarland and Siegen in Nordrhein- Westfalen. 
As a result of these tip-offs, highly mobile 
police forces were concentrated in 
Ludwigshafen, near Mannheim. 


At 12.02 on the afternoon of the 17 August, 
the police were informed that the nazis were 
heading directly into the area where the 
police had assembled. At 12.34, the internal 
security service, the Verfassungsschutz, was 
told by its informers among the nazis, that the 
scene of the planned demonstration would be 
Worms. This information was “instantly” 
passed on to the police operations centre 
which, equally instantly passed on details to 
all police stations. 

Anti-fascists had, meanwhile, picked up the 
same information and begun to head for 
Worms. When, at 13.30, the first anti-fascists 
arrived there, they witnessed the spectacle of 
a large detachment of police leaving the city. 
Inquiries to the local police proved fruitless; 
the central police station was closed and 
nobody was there to answer the telephone! 

At 14.00 around 250 nazis gathered outside 
the historic Worms cathedral, seriously dis- 
rupting a wedding service. They unfurled 
banners and illegal flags and at 14.15 began 
their march through the city centre. 

For the next hour the nazis were able to 
parade illegally through the city, without any 
problems whatsoever. Only when the nazis 
themselves had begun to disperse did a 
detachment of police from Kaiserslautern — 
50 km away — appear to try to put an end to 
the spectacle. The remaining 187 participants 
were surrounded and arrested. 

Among them was Christian Hehl, already 
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Nazis march undisturbed through Worms 


wanted by police. Incredibly, Hehl was 
allowed to leave the scene unmolested by 
faking a collapse and getting himself 
transported with police assistance to a local 
hospital. 

The official claims about the arrests at 
Wetterau were also false. Anti-fascist 
observers there saw police checking the iden- 
tities of many nazis but few arrests. The over- 
whelming majority of the nazis stopped there 
were able to travel without hindrance to 
Worms. 

The official reports also were silent about 
other nazi gatherings, for example in 
Merseburg in Sachsen-Anhalt, where another 
120 nazis were able to stage an undisturbed 
Hess march. That performance only met with 
police intervention when the nazis violently 
attacked a party in a nearby town. 


The authorities in Rheinland-Pfalz are now 
faced with the problem of explaining all this. 
Their boasts about the successes of the police 
have been shown to be empty. Weeks after 
the nazi parade in Worms, a visibly shaken 
state Interior Minister Zuber had to stand up 
in the state parliament and lay the facts on the 
table.He had no real explanation or apology, 
however, speaking instead about “a concate- 
nation of blunders”. As to why the forces 
concentrated in Ludwigshafen — less than 15 
minutes away -— were not immediately 
deployed to break up the nazi march, Zuber 
had no answer. 

The ultimate consequences of the Worms 
fiasco are unclear. The revelations have not 
resulted in the media outcry that occurred 
after Fulda three years ago. The media are 
already compromised, having uncritically 


swallowed and broadcast the official version 
of events. Counter-information provided by 
anti-fascists on the spot was ignored. Even 
the debate in the Rheinland-Pfalz parliament 
found no echo in the media. 

It seems, however, that some lessons were 
learned from Fulda. Never again would there 
be pictures of nervously sweating policemen, 
bearing forced smiles and surrounded by a 
rowdy fascist mob. In Worms, public opinion 
was spared this. The police simply vanished. 

The fact that 187 nazis were eventually sur- 
rounded and arrested is also no great success. 
All that happened after the nazis had 
achieved their objective. 

Finally, a piquant change of scene. 
Grevesmiihlen on 31 August 1996. Around 
200 anti-fascists travel by train to this town, 
where the nazis suspected of the Liibeck fire- 
bomb murders live. They intend to take part 
in an anti-racist rally. At Grevesmiihlen sta- 
tion, they are met by 700 riot police and, 
within minutes of their arrival, are battered 
with riot batons. Three hundred and thirteen 
anti-fascists are arrested, some badly injured, 
and held for hours in a derelict building and a 
local sports hall. 

The contradiction between Worms and 
Grevesmiihlen is obvious and highlights the 
fact that, despite their earnest protestations to 
the contrary, the German authorities remain 
overwhelmingly and determinedly “blind in 
the right eye”. 


The ugly face of Quebec’s nationalism 


One year ago, on 30 October 1995, the popu- 
lation of the Canadian province of Quebec 
voted 50.6 per cent against the “Independence 
and Association” scheme proposed by the 
provincial government. This was the second 
time in 15 years that the nationalist Parti 
Quebecois had lost a referendum on the issue. 

Speaking that night, Jacques Parizeau, then 
Premier of Quebec, blamed the “defeat on 
money and ethnics’, an analysis that was 
shared later by Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of 
the Front National in France. 

Parizeau retired soon afterwards. Quebec’s 
new Premier, Lucien Bouchard, claims he 
will lead the nation into separation at a third 
referendum to be held probably before the 
end of the century. Trying to distance itself 
from M Parizeau’s remarks, the government 
is trying a new sugar-coated nationalism 
aimed at being less offensive to minorities. 

Since the French invaders arrived in the 
16th century, through the defeat by the British 
Empire and the Confederation of 1867, 
French speakers have been a majority in 
Quebec, but a minority in Canada as a whole. 
The fight against national oppression and for 
equality has been at the centre of Quebec and 
Canadian politics since even before the for- 
mation of Canada as we know it today. 

The “near-miss” result of the October 1995 
referendum has galvanised the nationalist 
forces in Quebec, while prompting the federal 
government to reinforce the structures of the 
Canadian state to stop the nationalist move- 
ment. The far right is using this tremendous 
potential to its fullest on both sides of the 
issue. In Canada, the fight against aboriginal 
rights and minority rights is now organised by 
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the far right under the banner of “equality for 
all, privileges for none”. In Quebec, the 
provincial government is preparing a new 
social contract with the “nation” while the far 
right is coming out of the gutter. 

At the end of October the Quebec govern- 
ment staged a Social Summit with business, 
unions and community groups. Its aim is to 
develop a new collective strategy to reshape 
the state of public finances while building a 
national economic consensus. Social cutbacks 
are at a level never before seen in Canada and 


the so-called social democratic government is - 


invoking the national spirit to fight the evils 
of deficit finance and record unemployment, 
which are blamed on the federal govern- 
ment’s hidden agenda to destroy the nation. 

Radical nationalist literature is now freely 
available in union centres and union leaders 
participate in forums with well known radical 
nationalists. Three major union leaders in 
Quebec recently took part in a “national 
forum” staged by a magazine published by a 
supporter of a former network to look after 
French collaborators with the Vichy govern- 
ment in Quebec in the 1950s. The same net- 
work had the support of some key figures still 
active in Quebec politics today. 

This new “national dream” is coupled with 
a series of actions and debates on future poli- 
cies on linguistic rights and democratic rights. 
At the Parti Quebecois’s national convention 
this month, some regions will call for the 
reinforcement of French-only signs and 
stricter immigration policies to fit the require- 
ments of the province. Delegates from the 
Montreal region are proposing that the voting 
age in the proposed new referendum be 


reduced to 16 and that the vote be denied to 
those who have been Canadian citizens for 
less than 18 months. As polls show that 
young people are more in favour of indepen- 
dence, it is clear that their aim is to ensure a 
vote in favour of independence while limiting 
new citizens’ voting rights. 

The past 12 months have seen the reorgani- 
sation of far-right forces in Quebec. While the 
open neo-nazis have collapsed, the former Ku 
Klux Klan and others are now joining in with 
more “legitimate” far-right nationalists. The 
Movement for the National Liberation of 
Quebec (MLNQ) has embarked on a cam- 
paign against the “enemies of the nation”, 
while focusing in a demonstration and recent 
public statements on the “Jewish factor”. 

A more mainstream version, the Movement 
for the Sovereignty of Quebec, is also active 
in the province. Almost defunct a year ago, it 
has been reactivated and is now able to pre- 
sent itself as a more moderate nationalist ten- 
dency without moderating its programme. 

The leader of the MLNQ recently stated 
that young people are fed up with English 
provocations and some of these groups, 
Jewish groups, could easily be targeted with 
petrol bombs. Although he says he does not 
advocate such acts, they could easily happen 
in the present state of affairs. At one of the 
MLNQ’s recent marches, another of its lead- 
ers shouted to English-speaking protesters: 
“Wait and see what we will do with you after 
independence”. The question for anti-fascists 
in Quebec at present is quite simple. Should 
they stop to wait and see what will happen? 


From our Canadian correspondent 
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Le Pen proclaims the inequality of races 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, the leader of the Front 
National, has called publicly for the over- 
throw of the French government. At a rally of 
more than 10,000 fascists, he threatened: 
“When the FN comes to power, those who are 
now in power will be called to account — on 
pain of death — as gangsters and criminals”. 

This was Le Pen’s second venture into the 
headlines in recent weeks. The first was the 
FN’s summer university, which provided the 
cue for Le Pen to stage a loud return to the 
centre of the political stage with his usual 
brand of systematic verbal provocation. 

At the university Le Pen affirmed the FN’s 
belief in “the inequality of races’”’. The blatant 
racism of his statement was a victory for the 
FN and indicated the worsening political cli- 
mate in France, although it was no surprise to 
those with long political memories and who 
know that such beliefs are the central pillar of 
European racism. 

France has been in the forefront of such 
racist expressions ever since Gobineau wrote 
in the 19th century on the so-called “inequali- 
ty of the races”. Although Gobineau repre- 
sented the “spirit of the nineteenth century”, 
his views would not have had such a lasting 
effect had they not been taken up by twenti- 
eth century writers such as Drumont and 
Barrés. Le Pen’s declaration fits directly into 
this French racist tradition and has to be taken 
seriously because it is a qualitative leap in the 
FN’s own expression of such racist ideas. 


These ideas are so important to Le Pen that 
he grabbed the opportunity to repeat them at 
the beginning of September on a national 
radio station, after a commentator remarked 
that his original statement had attracted little 
public attention. 

Leaders of the main political parties and 
anti-racist organisations were quick to oppose 
the FN leader’s latest outbursts. Prime 
Minister Alain Juppé declared that he had 
always regarded Le Pen as “fundamentally 
and viscerally racist, xenophobic and anti- 
semitic”, while the convocation of French 
bishops called his remarks “paganism” and 
scientists are circulating a protest petition. 

This barrage seems to have failed, however, 
and Le Pen has emerged from the affair 
strengthened. A survey conducted after his 
tirade showed that 40 per cent of French 
people were not surprised by his statement 
which, apparently, corresponded with what 
they think. 

In any case, Le Pen was careful not to 
make a statement so brutal that it could not 
achieve its aim. On the contrary, he was even 
able to deflect journalists by “noting” that 
black athletes performed better than whites in 
the Olympic Games. 

Any question of prosecuting Le Pen was 
shelved as quickly as it was raised, when the 
Justice Minister Jacques Toubon said it was 
not possible to take legal action but promised 
to strengthen French anti-racist laws. 


Toubon’s comments, however, were double- 
edged, because his proposed change to the 
law does not target the FN exclusively, but 
could also be used against alleged “anti- 
French racism’, which would have severe 
consequences for a number of satirical jour- 
nals and for anti-fascists. One must also 
remember that Toubon had one eye on the 
1998 elections, in which the FN will field 
more candidates than ever before. 

The fact that Le Pen made his “overthrow 
the government” statement in the middle of 
the public row about his racist remarks gives 
a clear idea of the direction in which he is 
heading, a fact that has forced the mainstream 
right into panic. 

The current political climate in France is 
very tense and the controversies surrounding 
the Pope’s visit and the expulsion of immi- 
grants have not helped. The Papal trip has, if 
anything, strengthened the nationalist deliri- 
um with its bizarre claim that the baptism of 
King Clovis in the fourth century marked the 
beginning of the French nation. 

At the same time, a genuine immigrant 
movement has emerged around the issue of 
those “without papers”, that is immigrants 
who cannot be deported because they come 
from French colonial territories or are the par- 
ents of children born in France. The struggle 
of those “without papers” has revealed the 
contradictions of a state and society that are 
becoming increasingly xenophobic. 





ITALY 


Berlusconi musters 
forces for comeback 


Silvio Berlusconi, the former ultra-rightist 
premier, has begun a comeback campaign 
with a series of venomous attacks on the cen- 
tre-left coalition government. 

The beleaguered media tycoon, whose 
leadership of the Italian right is under chal- 
lenge from his erstwhile partner Gianfranco 
Fini, leader of the fascist Alleanza Nazionale 
(AN), used the parliamentary debate on the 
government’s 1997 budget as an excuse for 
his onslaught. 

His attack was backed by six of Italy’s 
major papers, all of which were strong sup- 
porters of Berlusconi’s own government until 
it fell in December 1994. Leading the pack to 
condemn the government’s spending plans 
was II Giornale, whose editor, Vittorio Feltri, 
is a leading admirer of Berlusconi. In an edi- 
torial it called on Italians to rise up and throw 
out “the fellow traveller, crypto-communist 
government of Romano Prodi” and demanded 
that “the communist beast that controls the 





Bossi: no support for march on the Po 


government be beheaded or the government 
forced to resign”. 

However, Fini’s promised “long, hot 
autumn” of chaos looks doomed to fail, 
because the former Berlusconi-Fini axis has 
nothing to offer the Italian electorate, particu- 
larly on the key issues of the economy, educa- 
tion, health, pensions and defence. In addi- 
tion, the FI and AN are plagued by rivalry 
and internal strife and agree only on their 
hostility to the government. 





The right’s difficulties are further com- 
pounded by the collapse of the theatrical 
attempt by Umberto Bossi, leader of the Lega 
Nord, to set up a breakaway state — ““Padania” 
— in northern Italy. Despite much trumpeting 
of the big event, only 5,000 people joined his 
“march along the river Po”. He had expected 
up to half a million. The Lega Nord is now 
under investigation after police raided its 
offices following a ruling by magistrates in 
Mantua and Venice that Bossi had gone 
beyond the law with his secession threats. 

The right is in deep crisis and cannot 
mobilise its political forces. How long this 
situation will last is uncertain. The AN 
demonstration against the Lega Nord seces- 
sion in Milan attracted 150,000 people and 
early signs are that Bossi’s losses are being 
scooped up by Fini. 

Which Fini will choose, extra-parliamen- 
tary action and violence or continuation of his 
would-be statesman act, is unclear. He has lit- 
tle time left to make up his mind. Some AN 
activists are getting restless and the fascist 
“opposition” Movimento Sociale Italiano, led 
by Pino Rauti, is waiting quietly in the wings. 


From our Italian correspondent 
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ROUND-UP on RACISM 


Gypsies face eviction 
after court ruling 


A decision by the European Court of 
Human Rights means that Gypsies 
who are living on their own land, but 
without planning permission, may 
soon be evicted. 


June Buckley, 32, had appealed against her 
local council’s refusal of planning permission 
for her family to live in caravans on land she 
owns in Willingham, Cambridgeshire. She 
said the council was denying her traditional 
Gypsy rights. She has refused to move to a 
local authority run site. 

The European Court ruled in favour of 
South Cambridgeshire District Council. After 


the ruling, Mrs Buckley said: “I am 
disappointed but I didn’t pin too much hope 
on it because we have had so many 
disappointments. I have got nowhere else to 
go. I am not going on the site, so there is only 
one way and that is to carry on.” 

Kathleen Cradall, the council’s legal and 
housing officer, claimed that the council had 
an excellent record of giving planning 
permission to Gypsies. She said that three 
caravans had been given permission in front 
of Mrs Buckley’s plot, but the council could 
not allow continuing “encroachment”. 

Eli Frankham, president of the Romani 
Rights Association, said that many Gypsies did 


not want to live on local authority sites. 
“People don’t want to stay on council sites 
because all too often there are youngsters 
running riot there and causing trouble,” he said. 

There are believed to be between 300 and 
400 Gypsies living illegally on their own land 
in Britain. The European Court ruling means 
they could now face eviction. 

The 1995 Criminal Justice Act removed the 
requirement for councils to provide sites for 
Gypsies, and made it easier for Gypsies to be 
evicted. At the time, government spokesmen 
said it was hoped that Gypsies would be able 
to buy their own sites. In most cases they have 
been refused planning permission. 


Police ripped out dreadlocks 


A man has been awarded £8,000 
compensation after being assaulted by 
Manchester Police. 


Gerald Wright, 24, a cabinet maker from 
Rusholme, was attacked four years ago after 
he refused to leave a pub. He was beaten up 
in a police van and assaulted again in a police 
cell. His dreadlocks were ripped out and 
thrown around the cell. Police officers 
mocked him, saying: “Hey look it’s f...ing 
Terence Trent D’ Arby”. 

Mr Wright said he was kicked, punched, and 
dragged around, suffering bruising to his back 
and neck, scars to his legs and scalp injuries. 
He was cleared of a public order offence. 

A jury at Manchester Crown Court 


awarded Mr Wright damages for assault and 
wrongful arrest. 

WA former police constable has claimed that 
he was forced to leave Strathclyde Police 
because of racist abuse. Lawrence Ramadas, 
31, said he was warned that the sergeant at 
Kirkintilloch police station “wasn’t a great 
lover of black people”. 

Mr Ramadas, who retired from the police 
force on medical grounds last year, said that 
Sergeant John Chalmers gave him more than 
his fair share of unsavoury duties. He said 
Chalmers was very aggressive towards him, 
was very rude and sometimes was “downright 
nasty”. Sergeant Chalmers has since retired. 

Mr Ramadas said that Superintendent 
Gordon McPherson also abused him. On one 


occasion McPherson told him: “People like 
you should have a lower station in life”. 

Mr Ramadas told the industrial tribunal: “I 
couldn’t believe this was happening. My 
mind was reeling. I was being harangued 
quite unjustifiably. This man was quoting 
passages from what appeared to be a bible.” 

Mr Ramadas said he was transferred to 
Easterhouse police station after complaining 
about the treatment he had received. He said 
he also suffered abuse there from Sergeant 
James Frame, whom he described as “an 
aggressive drunk and a bigot”. 

Eventually Mr Ramadas went off sick and 
did not return to work. Strathclyde Police 
deny allegations of racism. 

The hearing was adjourned. 


Schools action 11 years late 


The government has announced a 10- 
point plan to tackle poor school 
performance by some ethnic groups. 
The action plan includes 
recommendations made 11 years ago 
in the Swann Report. 


African Caribbean boys are tending to fall 
furthest behind. Herman Ouseley, chair of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, said the plan 
should have come sooner. “We want it 
implemented with haste and vigour. 

“We have really missed a whole generation 
of young people who have underachieved and 
that includes white working-class boys. We 
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have now to address the failure to fully 
educate all our children.” 

A study by the school inspection body, 
Ofsted, found that African Caribbeans tended 
to underachieve compared to their white and 
Asian counterparts. African Caribbean boys 
were six times more likely to be excluded 
from school than their white classmates. 

Asian pupils were subject to “negative and 
patronising” stereotypes, with teachers 
assuming that their English was poor and that 
girls would marry early and stay at home. 
The report said that the “widespread 
incidence of harassment” against some pupils 
was not always recognised by teachers. 


The plan includes monitoring the progress 
of black pupils from the age of five to 16. 
Ofsted is to draw up an action plan to 
improve the performance of black pupils. 
School inspectors will look out for racial 
harassment and stereotyping. 

Improvements to teacher training are also 
being considered so that trainee teachers, who 
are mostly white, are prepared for 
multicultural schools. A task force is being 
set up with the help of the Commission for 
Racial Equality. 

Education Minister Cheryl Gillan said: 
“We owe all our children, whatever their 
background, the best possible start in life.” 


Fascists hit race attacks 
monitoring group 


Confidential files, containing names 
and addresses of victims of racial 
attacks, were stolen when the offices of 
Birmingham Racial Attacks 
Monitoring Unit were vandalised. The 
words “Ha ha — we’ve got you again” 
were daubed on the walls. 


Maxie Hayles, director of BRAMU, said 
the thieves were “mindless morons. I can 
only imagine that whoever did this has a 
grudge against us for some reason. We are 
fighting racial hatred on a daily basis and 
given the nature of our work I can only 
imagine someone has it in for us.” 

The attackers got into the Afro Caribbean 
Resource Centre on Dudley Road, which 
houses the BRAMU’s office, by breaking 
down part of a wall next to an empty 
building. The Society of Black Lawyers also 
has an office in the resource centre. 

It is believed that BRAMU’s success in 
obtaining lottery funding earlier this year 
enraged West Midlands nazis. The West 
Midlands region of the National Socialist 
Alliance/Combat 18 is currently the best 
organised and most sinister of all its regional 
groups. Its members, who include active 
Klansmen, are expected to take over control 
of the national organisation if its present 
leaders, Charlie Sargent and Wilf Browning, 
are sentenced to prison when their trial comes 
up at the end of the year. 

Groups such as BRAMU have a heavy 
workload all over the country, as minority 
communities continue to suffer racist abuse 
and attacks. 


Bristol 


An Asian doctor was forced to move after he 
received racist death threats. The man 
responsible has persecuted the doctor and his 
family for over two years. 

In August the man, who is believed to be 
mentally ill, approached the doctor and 
threatened to kill him. The doctor has 
received pornography and hate letters through 
the post and his house has been daubed with 
racist slogans. 

A police spokesperson said: “The man we 
are looking for seems to be racially motivated 
and is obviously in need of professional 
help.” He is white, aged between 25 and 30, 
1.78m tall, and has sandy coloured short hair. 


Newcastle upon Tyne 

A group of nine Asian schoolgirls took part in 
a community radio show to tell people about 
the abuse they have to put up with. 

Qaisra Shakir, 13, from Heaton, told how 
she and her friends had been beaten up, had 
bricks thrown at them, and drinks poured 
over their heads. 

She said: “Sometimes when I’m in the 
school toilets, people come out and dry their 
hands on my headscarf. 





“Tt doesn’t really matter if a lot of people 
or only a few listen to the programme. I just 
hope it will get through to those who do. This 
is a small start in a very big problem.” 

Qaisra said that at one point the attacks 
were so bad the family discussed sending her 
back to Pakistan for safety. 

The half hour programme, Fighting 
Back, was coordinated by Farah Khan, 29. 
She said: “Everybody knows about verbal 
abuse, such as being called ‘Paki’ or ‘tea 
towel head’, but many don’t realise that’s 
just the start of what girls like these have 
suffered.” 


Southend 


White residents on a Southend housing estate 
are shielding racists 
by a wall of silence. 
Abuse started as 
soon as Nehim Azam, 
29, was allocated a 


house on Ruskin 
Avenue. The 
windows were 


smashed and_ racist 
abuse daubed on the 
wall. Neighbours 
claim to have seen 
nothing. 

Sergeant Tim 
Estone, of Southend 
Police, said: “There is 
a culture on _ this 
estate of covering 
things up and not 
grassing on people. 
But I’m sure the 
publicity of this case : 
will rightly shame the 
neighbourhood, and 
we did have one 
anonymous tip-off. 

“We won’t tolerate 































































































this attempt at racist bullying,” he warned. 

Nehim, who is partially sighted, his wife 
Azra, who has a disability, and their two- 
year-old son Waquas want to be rehoused in a 
different area. 

Nehim’s brother, Ibrar, said: “It’s a difficult 
decision for him because there’s only a few 
racists here, but it’s the worst racist incident 
I’ve come across.” 

Ibrar said that a relative at the other end of 
the estate had been harassed by false calls 
to the emergency services. The police and 
fire brigade have been sent to the address on 
several occasions. 

“T think past victims have been too scared 
in the past to come forward and report 
things,” Ibrar commented. 
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White employee resigns 
over colour bar order 


A woman working for a van hire 
company resigned when she was asked 
to operate a colour bar. Because she 
had left her job “voluntarily”, 
Veronica Sargeant, 43, lost her 
entitlement to unemployment benefit. 


An industrial tribunal has awarded her 
£5,000 compensation and said it admired her 
for standing up to discrimination. 

Mrs Sargeant had been with Weathersfield 
Van and Truck Hire, of Cwmbran, for only 
two days when she was told not to hire 
vehicles to “coloureds or Asians”. She was so 
upset that she did not return to work the next 
day. 

She complained to the Commission for 
Racial Equality and resigned from her job. 
She explained: “It’s never been in my nature 
to discriminate against anyone. I was brought 
up to treat everyone equally no matter what 
their colour.” 

An undercover investigation by the 
Commission for Racial Equality has revealed 
that many employers are continuing to 
discriminate against black and Asian job 
applicants. 

Young black and Asian people aged 
between 18 and 25 were paired off with white 
youngsters of the same age. They made 588 
applications to over 250 companies, including 
small local firms and large companies, in 14 
cities and towns in Scotland and northern 
England. 

The applicants used their real names but 
put down identical qualifications and job 
experience on application forms. In written 


applications, the ethnic minority applicants 
used names or gave personal details which 
revealed their ethnic background. 

Cases discovered by the investigation 
included a building society which told an 
Asian woman that nothing was available, but 
wrote to her white friend to say her details 
were being kept on file. 

A bank wrote to an Afro-Caribbean woman 
saying there were no suitable vacancies, but 
asked her white colleague to fill in an 
application form. A food shop told an Asian 
man the job was filled, but asked the white 
man to leave his details. 

Steve Webster from the CRE said many 
employers treated both applicants fairly, but a 
significant minority did not. 

Racial discrimination and abuse in the 
workplace continues to be widespread around 
the country. 


Bristol 


A black nurse was mocked by his boss, who 
said a toy monkey looked like his baby. 

Michael Hanley, played “suggestively” 
with the black monkey, rubbing its tail 
between its legs. Other staff laughed. 

Maurice Taylor, 35, said: “I felt a cold 
shiver run down my spine. I sat back and felt 
sickened and belittled.” 

Last year Mr Taylor’s wife, Georgina, 
suffered a miscarriage. 

Nurse Angela Glover, who was present 
during the incident, said: “We all laughed but 
it was an embarrassed laugh. We didn’t know 
what to do. I thought it was gross misconduct 
and offensive — it wasn’t appropriate.” 
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Kuights of The Ku Kix Klan 














Some of the 94 gravestones knocked down 
in Edinburgh’s Piers Hill cemetery last 
month. Police are treating the attack as 
racist despite the absence of graffiti or 
daubing. The damage, which police say 
could only have been carried out by “strong 
adults” was confined to the cemetery’s 
Jewish section. 

The recent reappearance in Scotland of 
the Ku Klux Klan may be coincidental. The 
formation of the Scottish Knights of the KKK 
may be connected with the restructuring of 
political links among Scottish nazis. Steven 
Cartwright, who until recently managed to 
be both a British National Party activist and 
the organiser of Combat 18’s Blood and 
Honour music set-up there, has now 
departed the world of music to become the 
editor of The Highlander, a new BNP 
publication in Scotland. It is suspected that 
the Scottish Knights of the KKK is not a true 
national organisation but a junior partner in 
the Klan organisation run by the NSA from 
the West Midlands. 
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Mr Taylor is claiming racial discrimination 
against Mr Hanley and the owners of the 
Abbots Leigh Nursing Home, Dr Richard 
Adlam and Fiona Adlam. 

The hearing was adjourned. 


Bradford 


An applicant for a job at the Telegraph & 
Argus newspaper in Bradford was told that 
calling someone a “black bastard” was just 
“office banter”. 

Claudia Baptiste, 28, had applied for two 
jobs in advertising sales at the paper. She 
passed the first stage interview for one of the 
jobs and was then seen by advertising 
manager Jane Holt. 

When Miss Baptiste asked if there was any 
prejudice in the office, Mrs Holt said she 
called a member of her staff a “black bastard” 
and he in turn called her a “white honkey”. 

Miss Baptiste said that she wouldn’t 
tolerate that kind of language. The hearing 
continues. 


Birmingham 

An applicant for a post with Birmingham 
City Council was told that she had passed the 
first interview but was never called for a 
second. 

Magistrate Verna Spence had been doing 
the job of coordinator at Stonebrook 
Neighbourhood Office for over two years 
when she was told to reapply for the post. She 
later heard that the post had been filled. 

Mrs Spence is claiming racial 
discrimination by the city council. The 
industrial tribunal case continues. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@PAKISTANI DIES WAITING FOR 
VISA 

A Pakistani man has died after his trip 
to Britain for emergency medical 
treatment was blocked by immigration 
officials. 

The family of Mohammed Yaqoob, 49, 
had raised funds for heart surgery at a 
Glasgow private hospital. His four 
brothers in the UK, all British citizens, 
had paid the £12,000 fee in advance. 

After refusing for seven months to 
grant a visitor’s visa, the Foreign Office 
agreed to give entry clearance “on 
compassionate grounds” on 4 August. It 
was too late; Mr Yaqoob died 48 hours 
later. 

George Galloway, Labour MP for 
Glasgow Hillhead, said the British 
authorities “bear a major responsibility 
for this man’s avoidable death”. He said 
he was convinced Mr Yaqoob had been 
the victim of discrimination. 

(Guardian 2.9.96) 


High Court overturns 


‘starve out’ policy 


The High Court has ruled that the 
government’s policy of denying food 
and housing to some asylum seekers is 
illegal. 


Under regulations introduced in February, 
asylum seekers have been denied income 
support if they do not claim asylum at the 
point of entry. 

In a case against three London local 
authorities, the High Court ruled that councils 
had a duty under the 1948 National Assistance 
Act to help applicants if they had no other 
means of support. 

In a stern rebuke to the government, Mr 
Justice Collins said: “I find it impossible to 
believe that Parliament intended that an 
asylum seeker who was lawfully here and 
could not be lawfully removed from the 
country should be left destitute, starving and at 
risk of grave illness and even death because he 
could find no one to provide him with the bare 
necessities of life.” 

The four individuals who brought the case, 
from Iraq, Romania, Algeria and China, said 
they faced a choice between destitution on the 
streets or returning to their country of origin 
where they would face persecution, including 
torture and death. 

One of the four had spent a long period in 
labour camps and under torture in China. He 
was so traumatised that he did not make his 
claim for asylum until almost a month after his 
arrival in Britain. 

The Refugee Council, which backed the 
case, said that more than 500 asylum seekers 
without support have approached it since the 
end of July. It estimates there may be up to 
10,000 asylum applicants who have no access 
to benefits. 


‘Foreigner’ denied 
car insurance 


An Irish community worker was 
refused motor cover by Swinton 
Insurance because he was not born in 
Britain. 

Roger O’Doherty, who has lived in Britain 
for 35 years, took the company and its 
underwriters, Holdsure, to court, alleging 
discrimination on the grounds of race or 
nationality. 

He has now accepted £7,500 in an out-of- 
court settlement. 

The case was supported by the Commission 
for Racial Equality. Spokesman Chris Myant 
described the result as a “major breakthrough”. 

Mr O’Doherty, however, is still angry. 
“There must be many more who face this 
discrimination,” he said. “If they speak out, we 
can get it changed.” 

When Mr O’Doherty tried to buy a policy at 
the Bradford office of Swinton, his application 
was referred to Holdsure. Holdsure refused to 
insure him on the grounds that he was of 
foreign birth and had not held a UK driving 
licence for more than three years. 

A spokesman for Holdsure tried to defend 
the policy on the grounds that an “Australian 
hill farmer” would not be used to driving on 
British roads. 

























Newham Monitoring Project has 
fought racial harassment in 
Newham for more than 16 years. Its 
dual role, of campaigning and 
casework, has made it one of the 
country’s most successful 
community-based organisations. Its 
24-hour emergency helpline has in 
many cases proved to be a lifeline 
to people facing attacks by racists 
and police harassment, which 
unfortunately in this multiracial 
borough continues to be a serious 
problem. As the report went to print 
the death was reported of Ibrahima 
Sey, a Gambian refugee, after police 
used CS gas against him. 

The NMP’s 44-page sixteenth 
annual report outlines the 
organisation’s work in the past 
year, which has also included 
organising the community to 
prevent the fascist British National 
Party from gaining support in the 
area, working with young people 
against racism and the successful 
Newham Unity Festival in 
September 1995. 

The report is enlightening reading 


Employer has 


Two black waitresses have won an 
important legal victory after their 
employer failed to protect them from 
racist abuse by comedian Bernard 
Manning. 


Freda Burton, 25, and Sonia Rhule, 32, 
were serving at a City of Derby Round Table 
dinner at the Pennine hotel in 1994. Manning 
was making a series of racist jokes, using 
words such as “wog”, “nigger”, and “sambo”. 
When he spotted the two women he picked on 
them, saying “very nice, that’s how I like my 
cocoa”. He then said that “darkies were good 
at giving blow jobs”. 

Some of the Round Table members also 
made grossly offensive racist remarks and one 
of them attempted to grab hold of Ms Burton. 

The two women took their case to an 
industrial tribunal. It ruled that while the 
waitresses had “been treated shamefully” and 
suffered a “horrible experience”, the hotel 
was not responsible. 

The women, supported by the Commission 
for Racial Equality, took their case to an 
Employment Appeals Tribunal, which 
overturned the earlier ruling. It said the 
original tribunal had been wrong to ask 
whether the employer was racially biased. 


Newham - organising 
against racism 










NMP 


|ANNUAL REPORT 1995/1996 
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for anyone involved in organising 
local community action against 
racism. Copies are available from 
Newham Monitoring Project, 382 
Katherine Road, London E7 8NW. A 
donation of at least £1 is requested 
to help with costs. 


duty to prevent 
race abuse, tribunal rules 


The question should have been whether the 
employer could have prevented or reduced 
the racial harassment. 

The hotel manager should have “warned 
his assistant managers to keep a look out for 
Mr Manning and withdraw the young 
waitresses if things became unpleasant. He 
did not do so because he did not give the 
matter a thought. He should have done. If 
they had been properly instructed by him, 
these two young women would not have 
suffered any harassment.” 

Compensation will be set at a later date. 

CRE chairman, Herman Ouseley, said that 
employers now had a clear duty to protect 
their employees from racial harassment and 
abuse. “In future we hope that those 
responsible for managing places of 
entertainment will take care to ensure that 
their staff are treated properly by entertainers 
and by guests at any functions on their 
premises. 

“The shame is that two young women 
should have to go through a lengthy legal 
process to establish their right to do 
something that a good management should 
have guaranteed in the first place.” 

After the case Manning said: “It’s nothing 
to do with me, son. I wasn’t in court.” 
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RESPECT THE DEAD 
FIGHT FOR THE LIVING 


In commemoration of Kristallnacht, Searchlight 

invites readers to two London meetings to 

remember those who suffered and died under Nazi 

tyranny and those suffering today from racial, 
religious and ethnic persecution 














An international panel of speakers will talk on the 
lessons of the recent Austrian election, the rise of 
nazism in the Czech Republic, the implication of the 
proposed Holocaust denial law in Britain, nazis on 
the Internet and Searchlight’s current campaign to 
shut down the peddlers of hate. 




























Tuesday, 5 November 
Northwest London 


Thursday, 7 November 
Northeast London 


Doors open 19.30. Meetings end 21.45 


No entrance fee 






For details of venues, please telephone Searchlight on 0171 284 
4040, or fax 0171 284 4410, or write to 37B New Cavendish 
Street, London W1M 8JR 


@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 


@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 


Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this 
unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over 









Individuals = £15+£4p&p 
Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. 
Payment with orders 
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_ When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 


@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 

@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 

@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 

@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
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Searchlight Educational Trust 
37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 
Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 


200 pages of information on the history of racism and 
fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. Mev oo... ceeecceseeseeseseeseseeseeseeeeseeneeceneeeeaceseteeneanenseeeaeees 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists aang! eta an aie apa atc ects ! 
everywhere. This book is proving to be the essential watanisttald Wats atajalnatatelh date vias o's \b band widinlh Postcode pia siv@ulqeimes 2 ence cise cian 
reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to AUR eR or ck orn eee FAX, straits ee eee ae 
violence. ‘ ! | enclose payment of £ ............ FOV Gr onc es copies of ! 
Order your copies now | When hate comes to town. 
Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 1 Please send orders with your payment, including | 
Community groups £20 + £4 p&p | postage, to 
| ! 
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Oi Oi, it’s musical chairs. Can you name the people act- 
ing as agents between nazi bands and the CD end of the 
music production industry? Come on lads, who is getting 
fat at your expense, and we don’t mean Charlie. 


S.C. in pudding land. Please ring again, we need details 
of the alleged financial corruption in your BNP region. 
Have you contacted the Inland Revenue? We are sure 
they would be interested. 


Look who came to dinner. Can it be true that JT has for- 
given MW and has put on the nosebag together with him 

recently. Where, when and who else witnessed this grand 
occasion? 


My goodness not my GUINESS. Do you think we were 
born yesterday? Try taking up another job, entrapment 
does not suit you. 


The general election will be fought within the next few 
months. Searchlight needs the cooperation of readers to 
monitor the announcements of the candidatures of fascists 
and racists and send us cuttings, profiles and photographs 
of them. Three far-right parties are expected to partici- 
pate, the British National Party, the National Democrats 
and the National Front. 

Those willing to help are asked to contact the 
Searchlight election team, via 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR, so that we can send information on 
how to monitor candidates and elections. 

The general election could take place quite soon, so we 
look forward to a quick response. 
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Searchlight exposé leads 
to Commons question 


Chris Mullin, MP, (Labour Sunderland 
South) asked the Attorney General on 16 
October 1996: “What consideration has 
been given to prosecuting the band No 
Remorse, and the producers and 
distributors of the CD, Barbecue in 
Rostock; and if he will make a statement.” 





Readers will doubtless await the reply 
with interest. 








monitoring Groove closely to see if it has 
genuinely given up the “business” of selling 
nazi CDs and publications. 

Groove is not the only organisation that has 
been profiting from the sale of racist albums. 


The British nazi music organisation, Blood ° 


and Honour, peddles nazi albums from its 
network of secretive Post Office Box address- 
es across the country. Searchlight once again 
took legal advice on these distributors and 
was told that if the PO Boxes are used for 
receiving orders for the CDs and other mate- 
rials then it is certainly arguable that those 
ordering such material would themselves be 
acting unlawfully by aiding or inciting unlaw- 
ful acts. In other words, all the nazis who are 
using PO Boxes to sell Barbecue in Rostock 
and similar material are acting illegally. 
Searchlight calls on the authorities to pros- 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































ecute the racist extremists who 
own _ these PO Boxes. 
Searchlight has also informed 
the Royal Mail that these PO 
Boxes have been selling illegal 
material and hope that action 
can be taken by the relevant 
authorities to close down these 
distribution outlets. 

The Royal Mail could 
begin by examining the case of David 
Braddon, who runs the No Remorse Box in 
Caerphilly. Our enquiries have ascertained 
that the address Braddon gave the Post Office 
was a block of flats where he was living, 
which has recently been demolished. 

Another key outlet for Blood and Honour is 
British Oi! R.I.D. (Renewal of Identity) in 
Derby. British Oi! is run by Chris Hipkin, 
who is assisted by Martin Lee, a key skinhead 
activist in the area, who was living in 
Hipkin’s house. In issue 40 of British Oi!, 
these two characters have adopted the 
pseudonym Mike Miles as a cover for their 
activities. British Oi! once again advertises 
the illegal No Remorse Barbecue in Rostock 
CD describing it as “very raw White Power 
music at its bluntest ... and most of all a kick 
in the balls to Paul Burnley who still contin- 
ues to use the name regardless of not having a 
band”. Burnley has retaliated by posting a list 
on the Resistance Internet site of individuals 
and organisations affiliated to Combat 18 
whom skinheads should boycott. 

British Oi! also claims that Britain’s racist 
music label, ISD Records, is releasing a new 
CD by Warlord and a compilation album fea- 
turing new nazi bands, such as the two 
London bands, Chingford Attack and Legion 
of St George, as well as Avalon from 
Coventry. Other new bands include Violent, 
from Derbyshire, and Conquest. ISD is the 
main producer of nazi CDs which clearly 
incite racial hatred and are completely illegal. 


Shy nazis: Martin Lee (left) and Chris Hipkin 
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